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(CONTINUED FROM THE PREVIOUS EDITION.)

PASTOR DORCAS OMODIEKE
If you ever thought the gifts of the Spirit were
for Pastors alone, well, you thought wrong.
They are for the entire body of Christ (you
inclusive).

When a believer has the full dimensions of
the Holy Spirit; within and upon, this
believer has access to some gifts that the
Holy Spirit brings.

New King James Version 1 Corinthians
12:1, 4-11
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I
do not want you to be ignorant: There are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There
are differences of ministries, but the same
Lord. And there are diversities of activities,
but it is the same God who works all in all.
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given
to each one for the prot of all: for to one
is given the word of wisdom through the
Spirit, to another the word of knowledge
through the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings
by the same Spirit, to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another discerning of spirits, to another
different kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. But one and the
same Spirit works all these things,
distributing to each one individually as He
wills. there are diversities of gifts but the
same Spirit. There are differences of
ministries but the same Lord. But the
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each
one for the prot of all.

1 Corinthians 12 shows us 9 of these gifts
and bible scholars have further classied
these 9 into 3 groups. Now before we go
deeper into each group let's look at a few
things.

THESE GIFTS ARE FOR THE
PROFIT OF ALL.
Some people desire these gifts of the Spirit
but for very selsh reasons. They want to
use it for themselves and their family.
Or they want to become popular. Or they
want to use the gifts to make money.
All of these are abuses of the gifts of the
Spirit. The gifts of the Spirit are too
awesome and too powerful, too
impactful to be desired and used for
selsh reasons. These gifts are given for the
prot of all.
That individual who is concerned about
the well-being of the body of Christ, that
individual who is not selsh but whose
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So every day they pray for that gift. To be
on the safe side I would rather suggest that
as a church we desire the manifestations of
the gifts of the Spirit in our midst and let the
Holy Spirit decide who He gives what. Then
we stay yielded to Him and obey His
promptings when He uses us.

heart goes out in compassion when she
sees people in need is the person who will
likely see the gifts of the Spirit in
manifestation through her.
When a believer has the full dimensions of
the Holy Spirit; within and upon, this
believer has access to some gifts that the
Holy Spirit brings.

Some ministers have banned the
manifestations of the gifts of the Spirit in
their gathering because they feel people
abuse it; there are lots of false
manifestations etc.

1 Corinthians 12 shows us 9 of these gifts
and bible scholars have further classied
these 9 into 3 groups. Now before we go
deeper into each group let's look at a few
things.

The solution to extremes is not to shut out
the Holy Spirit. The solution is to go into the
word and follow the principles and
instructions in God's word.

Let's stay with scriptures. Scriptures give a
very good boundary that keeps us from
extremes and from error.

God's word is truly complete. There are
clear instructions on how to prophesy in a
public gathering, how to give a word in
tongues, how to interpret etc.

1 Corinthians 12:29-30.
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do
all have gifts of healings? Do all speak
with tongues? Do all interpret?

All we need to do is stay with the word and
be bold to do so. Then error will have no
place in our midst.

The answer to these questions is No.It is
good and right to desire the gifts of the
Holy Spirit but trust the Holy Spirit to know
which gifts best suit you, your calling and
the situation. If you're a ministry gift,

. Let's begin to look at the gifts of the Spirit
group by group.
1. UTTERANCE GIFTS: Gifts that say
something.
I. Prophecy
II. Diverse tongues
III. Interpretation of tongues

God has so ordained it that certain gifts go
with particular callings. In fact, this is one of
the ways you know that you are truly a
ministry gift.

2. REVELATION GIFTS: Gifts that reveal
something.
I. Word of knowledge
II. Word of wisdom
III. Discerning of spirits

A prophet should expect to see a
consistent manifestation of at least 2 of the
revelation gifts plus prophecy.
Evangelists should expect to see at least 2
of the power gifts (especially miracles and
gifts of healings) etc.

3. POWER GIFTS: Gifts that do something
I. Gifts of healings
II. Working of miracles
III. Special faith

I've seen some believers, well-meaning
believers get stuck in life crying for a
particular gift because they believe that is
exactly what they need.
5

UTTERANCE GIFTS.
GIFTS THAT SAY
SOMETHING

Over and over we see warnings against
false prophets in God's word. Well, there's
no need to be afraid. If we stick with the
word, we'll never be a victim of them.

1. PROPHECY
The word prophecy in the Greek actually
means to "ow forth" among other things.
Prophecy is a supernatural manifestation
of the Holy Spirit that enables the believer
to bring forth utterances in a known
language. Let's break it down.

1 Corinthians 14:3 NKJV
But he who prophesies speaks edication
and exhortation and comfort to men.
So if someone comes to you and says
“you'll die in 3 weeks’ time”, just turn
around and walk away, giving him/her no
mind. Better still, counter those words, by
speaking scriptures concerning God’s
promises to satisfy you with long life, out
loud. Then, walk away without a second
glance.

The concept people have of prophecy is
when someone comes to tell you that
“tomorrow, so and so is going to happen”.
Or that “yesterday you did so and so”. Well
the truth is that is not actually prophecy.
Prophecy is simply speaking forth as an
Oracle of God and according to scriptures
there are 3 purposes for prophecy:
1. To exhort
2. To edify
3. To comfort

Now don't get me wrong. There are times
God speaks to correct us. But guess what
I've noticed. Even when God corrects us
we will never feel condemned. We will
never feel like the scum of the earth and
wish that we would disappear. God
doesn't operate that way. Neither does the
Holy Spirit.

So if someone comes to meet you and
gives you some words, run it against this
test. If it does neither of these things you're
free to discard it.

Prophecy is to edify the church (of which
you and I are a part). It's to comfort us and
to exhort us and this is one gift that we are
clearly instructed to desire.

I know I might be saying some hard and
maybe even shocking things but
remember, we stay within the boundaries
of scriptures.

1 Corinthians 14:1, 3
Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but
especially that you may prophesy. But he
who prophesies speaks edication and
exhortation and comfort to men.

That something is emotionally appealing
doesn't make it scriptural and right. That
something is being done by everyone
doesn't make it right either.
6
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Prophecy under the old covenant was
more of fore telling. That's speaking things
that will happen in the future but in the new
covenant it is more of forth telling,
speaking forth as an Oracle of God.

Then the people are edied, built and
charged up. This is prophecy and this is the
one gift every believer is encouraged to
desire.

So in simple terms, the gift of the Spirit
called prophecy is inspired utterance in a
known language given for the purpose of
edication, exhortation or comfort. To
edify is to build up or charge/energise.

2 &3. THE GIFT OF DIVERSE KINDS
OF TONGUES AND INTERPRETATION
OF TONGUES
It is important to note that the word of God
is very specic. Words are not minced and
there are no mistakes in God's word. The
written word is infallible and without error.

Exhort is to encourage to draw near. For
example, inspired utterance encouraging
people to draw near to God, to be more
committed to the things of God etc.

If we don't understand a verse, then we
dig deeper. We ask the Holy Spirit, our
teacher for understanding and we allow
scriptures explain scriptures.

Then comfort means make a person feel
better especially when the person is sad or
in pain.

This keeps us from error. Now this gift of
diverse kinds of tongues is very different
from the enablement to speak in other
tongues that comes upon a believer when
she gets lled with the Holy Spirit. The ability
to speak in tongues is for our personal use.
There are so many benets we derive from
it.

For example, a person loses a relative and
you go visiting, then by the Spirit of God,
words you didn't plan to say begin to rise
up in your spirit and you start speaking.
When you're done, every tear is dried and
there's hope in the hearts of everyone
there.

We use it in personal worship. We use it to
charge up our spirits. We use it to pray
when we do not fully know what to pray for
as we ought to. The list goes on and on.

Or you are in a gathering that is dry.
Everyone seems to be weighed down by
issues and problems. You open your mouth
to speak and the Holy Spirit inspires certain
words through you.

We use it to increase the sensitivity of our
spirits because it is the doorway to the
supernatural etc. We even use it when we
are praying in church, everyone praying in
tongues and in understanding.

When you're done speaking, the hearts of
everyone there are set on re for God. The
coldness disappears and everyone
becomes eager to fellowship with God
once again.

However, the gift of the Spirit called the gift
of diverse kinds of tongues is different. This is
an inspired utterance from the Holy Spirit in
an unknown language.

These are some practical examples of the
gift of prophecy. In fact, sometimes you
may have planned what to say, but then
there's an inspiration and words you never
even thought about begin to come forth.

And of course it is for the prot of all. This gift
can also be referred to as a sign and a
wonder. Well, all the gifts of the Spirit are
signs and wonders.
7

FARs Journal

THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

But there are some testimonies I'll share of
this particular gift that will drive home my
point.

Then I understood what had just
happened. I had just preached to the man
in his language. Glory to God.

In an evangelistic meeting many years
ago, someone stood up and began to
give an utterance in other tongues. The
Minister knew that this was the move of
God and allowed the person. When the
person was done, a couple stood up
crying.

This gift can also be manifested in a public
assembly of believers and it'll not be the
gospel being preached but a message of
God's counsel, a message to edify, to
exhort and to comfort. Sounds like what we
said about prophecy right? Very correct.
The gift of diverse kinds of tongues +
interpretation = prophecy.
The difference is that prophecy is in a
known language while diverse kinds of
tongues is in an unknown language. That's
why the word of God clearly instructs that
this gift should not be used in a public
assembly without the next gift - the gift of
interpretation of tongues.

They said the person had just said the 23rd
Psalm in their language. I think it was
Chinese. The person who gave the
utterance was an American who had
never left America. This convinced them
that the word preached was true and
that's how they got saved.
My favourite testimonies of this gift are
testimonies when a person is present who
hears the gospel preached in his/her own
language from someone who could never
have learnt that language. It's always so
effective because it's obvious that this must
be God.

1 Corinthians 14:5,13 ,27-28 NKJV
I wish you all spoke with tongues, but
even more that you prophesied; for he
who prophesies is greater than he who
speaks with tongues, unless indeed he
interprets, that the church may receive
edication. Therefore let him who speaks
in a tongue pray that he may interpret. If
anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be
two or at the most three, each in turn,
and let one interpret. But if there is no
interpreter, let him keep silent in church,
and let him speak to himself and to God.

Some years ago while I was serving as a
corps member in a Northern State in
Nigeria, I went to pray out in the NCCF
(Nigerian Christian Corpers’ Fellowship)
family house compound at night as was
my custom. The family house was in an
area predominated by Fulanis. I was
praying quietly in tongues then my voice
began to rise and the tongues changed.

Reading 1st Corinthians 14 emphasises
once again that our motive for the
manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit should
be for the edication of all, for the benet
and prot of all, denitely not for showing
off.

I knew the Holy Spirit was moving so I
yielded. It sounded like I was speaking
sentences, punctuation etc. And it
sounded very close to Fulani language
which I still cannot speak till today. After
some minutes the utterance ceased and I
continued my normal prayer.

And so it is instructed that the gift of diverse
kinds of tongues be accompanied by the
gift of interpretation of tongues either by
the same person who gave the utterance
or by another Spirit-lled believer in that
gathering.

As I paced while praying I got to the edge
of the fence and then I noticed a red
cigarette glow across the low fence. In the
next compound a man was sitting smoking
a cigarette quietly.
8

FARs Journal

THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

Of course in cases like the examples I cited
earlier, there was one person for whom the
utterance was given and the person
understood. In that kind of scenario,
interpretation was already done. But in a
public assembly, it is vital that these 2 gifts
go together.

I hope this helps clear someone's doubts. A
word in tongues could also be very long
but then the interpretation could be
shorter.
Another interesting dimension to this gift of
interpretation of tongues is that sometimes
we experience it in our private worship.
You may be praying in tongues for a while
and then suddenly you nd yourself saying
words you never thought about in English
and you just know that the Holy Spirit is
giving you the interpretation of what you
just said in tongues.

Now let me quickly chip in something, this
second gift is called Interpretation of
tongues not translation or transcription of
tongues. So it’s not impossible for an
utterance to be given in tongues for 5
minutes and then the interpretation takes
30 minutes.

It might be a word to comfort your heart,
an assurance of God's faithfulness, an
instruction on how to release your faith, a
declaration of God’s word etc. All in all, we
can desire to see these gifts manifest more
in our midst and trust the Holy Spirit to
distribute them as He wills and as when
they are needed.

People begin to wonder if the person
interpreting is adding ‘pepper and
seasoning’ to the original message. Usually
this is not the case. Remember both are the
gifts of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit will give the
interpretation in as many or as few words
as is needed for perfect understanding of
the utterance given.

REVELATION GIFTS
GIFTS THAT REVEAL
SOMETHING
If you're called into the ofce of the
prophet, that is as a Ministry Gift, at least 2
of these 3 revelatory gifts must be seen
consistently through you as well as the gift
of prophecy.

Sometimes the Holy Spirit decides to reveal
a fragment of the knowledge of God
through/to us. This is the word of
knowledge. It is simply, knowing a past or
present fact by the revelation of the Holy
Spirit that you could have never known
otherwise.

I.WORD OF KNOWLEDGE
God is all knowing. He knows everything
that has ever happened and everything
that is happening right now.

Now this is not the same as deductive or
inductive reasoning.
9
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Some people are very good at piecing
things together from very little evidence.
This is a special trait needed by the FBI and
CIA but it is not the gift of word of
knowledge.

There's no way Elisha could have known
where Gehazi went and what he went to
do right down to the gifts he collected. This
was the word of knowledge in action. It
was revealed to Elisha by the Spirit. There
are plenty examples. Let's look at a few
more.

Word of knowledge has nothing to do with
your natural abilities. It has nothing to do
with your intellect. It has nothing to do with
your IQ. It also has nothing to do with your
emotional intelligence. It is 100% from the
Holy Spirit. Let's look at a few biblical
examples.

2 Kings 6:9-12 NKJV
And the man of God sent to the king of
Israel, saying, “Beware that you do not
pass this place, for the Syrians are coming
down there.” Then the king of Israel sent
someone to the place of which the man
of God had told him. Thus he warned
him, and he was watchful there, not just
once or twice. Therefore the heart of the
king of Syria was greatly troubled by this
thing; and he called his servants and said
to them, “Will you not show me which of
us is for the king of Israel?” And one of his
servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but
Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the
king of Israel the words that you speak in
your bedroom.”

2 Kings 5:20-26 NKJV
But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man
of God, said, “Look, my master has
spared Naaman this Syrian, while not
receiving from his hands what he
brought; but as the Lord lives, I will run
after him and take something from him.”
So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When
Naaman saw him running after him, he
got down from the chariot to meet him,
and said, “Is all well?” And he said, “All is
well. My master has sent me, saying,
‘Indeed, just now two young men of the
sons of the prophets have come to me
from the mountains of Ephraim. Please
give them a talent of silver and two
changes of garments.’” So Naaman said,
“Please, take two talents.” And he urged
him, and bound two talents of silver in
two bags, with two changes of garments,
and handed them to two of his servants;
and they carried them on ahead of him.
When he came to the citadel, he took
them from their hand, and stored them
away in the house; then he let the men
go, and they departed. Now he went in
and stood before his master. Elisha said to
him, “Where did you go, Gehazi?” And
he said, “Your servant did not go
anywhere.” Then he said to him, “Did not
my heart go with you when the man
turned back from his chariot to meet
you? Is it time to receive money and to
receive clothing, olive groves and
vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and
female servants?

I especially like this one. Elisha knew what
was discussed in the king of another
nation's bedroom. No one can explain this
away. It was 100% supernatural. Let's look
at some New Testament examples
Acts 9:10-13 NKJV
Now there was a certain disciple at
Damascus named Ananias; and to him
the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And
he said, “Here I am, Lord.” So the Lord
said to him, “Arise and go to the street
called Straight, and inquire at the house
of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for
behold, he is praying. And in a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias coming
in and putting his hand on him, so that he
might receive his sight.” Then Ananias
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how much harm he has
done to Your saints in Jerusalem.
.

10
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In church many times we have an entire
congregation and everyone has an issue
or the other. Sometimes it could even be a
leader in church, but then the Spirit of the
Lord begins to move and words begin to
come forth about different situations
people are going through. Then people
are comforted, edied and exhorted.

Here the Holy Spirit revealed to Ananias
what had happened to Paul, then Saul. It
was a revealed factThere was no way
Ananias could have known. In fact, he
even argued with the Holy Spirit a bit
before yielding.
Most of the time, the gifts of the Spirit work
together. In an incident you can see up to
2 or 3 gifts in operation at the same time.
We're just separating them for the purpose
of study.

The word of knowledge most times comes
with the word of wisdom or prophecy or
even the gifts of healings and working of
miracles or discerning of spirits. It rarely
comes alone.

Now the word of knowledge is not a word
from knowledge. Some people try to act
spooky or "spiritual" so they gather
information and act like the Holy Spirit
revealed it to them. There's absolutely no
need for that.

We've been in meetings where the minister
gives a word about someone with a
particular diseases or illness and then the
person is prayed for and gets healed. That's
a combination of the word of wisdom and
gifts of healings in operation
.
It's impressed on my heart to give a
corporate world example. You work in a
corporate organisation and the boss or
board of directors is about to make a
decision.

Don't belittle something so precious. If
you're guessing, just say you're guessing
and you guessed right. The more sincere
we are, the more likely the Holy Spirit is to
ow through us.
Now this gift is a very effective soul winning
tool. You see a friend who's downcast,
sliding into depression and unable to tell
anyone what's wrong. You get concerned
and pray for her.

All the facts on paper seem perfect.
Suddenly, you just know something that's
not on paper and you tell the boss. The
boss investigates and nds this to be true.

Then the Holy Spirit reveals to you that her
mum is sick. You go meet her, give her
encouraging words and pray with her
concerning her mum. Word of knowledge
in action.

That's how you save your organisation from
losing millions of money and clients. Later
the boss calls you to ask how you knew and
you use the opportunity to tell him about
Jesus.

One day I went evangelising on campus. I
went to the topmost oor to a female
hostel that was for people who could stay
nowhere else. I met a lady washing
clothes. She paid me no heed. She just
kept washing and grunting.

In a few weeks the boss gets saved. You've
been an effective witness of Christ using
the gifts of the Spirit.
Or, you're a reporter or work with an
organisation that has a high reputation for
integrity. An information comes to you and
is about to be made public but then by this
gift you know that it is false and you raise an
alarm.

Suddenly the Holy Spirit told me a few
things that had happened to her in recent
time. I told her and sure enough got her full
attention. That's how she heard the word
and got saved/lled.
11
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Your alarm is found to be true and you save
the reputation of your organisation.
Effective witness!You're a medical
personnel and a patient is very sick.

II. WORD OF WISDOM
One day I came across something in God's
word that struck me. God is referred to as
the only wise God. He's not the wisest God
but the only wise God.

All the doctors and nurses have tried
everything but they are failing. They can't
seem to diagnose the problem. You're
praying and then you know what it is.

Wow! God is Omniscient. He knows all
things. He knows the end from the
beginning and sometimes He chooses to
reveal a bit of the future to us.

You quickly run to order some tests or to
take another look at some previous tests
done and there it is, overlooked by
everyone. The patient then gets the proper
treatment and a life is saved.

So, word of wisdom is divine revelation by
the Holy Spirit in to the purpose and will of
God.

The word of knowledge can also help nd
missing things. An important document is
missing, a contract, keys, whatever. You
pray and then know exactly where that
missing item is.
Let me give a scriptural example

Just like the word of knowledge, the word
of wisdom can come through the vehicle
of prophecy, visions, dreams etc. Many
times the word of knowledge and word of
wisdom manifest together.
God reveals what is or has been and then
reveals a bit of what His plan/will/purpose is
concerning the situation. Let's look at some
biblical examples

1 Samuel 10:21-23 NKJV
When he had caused the tribe of
Benjamin to come near by their families,
the family of Matri was chosen. And Saul
the son of Kish was chosen. But when
they sought him, he could not be found.
Therefore they inquired of the Lord
further, “Has the man come here yet?”
And the Lord answered, “There he is,
hidden among the equipment.” So they
ran and brought him from there; and
when he stood among the people, he
was taller than any of the people from his
shoulders upward.

Judges 13:3-5
And the Angel of the Lord appeared to
the woman and said to her, “Indeed
now, you are barren and have borne no
children, but you shall conceive and bear
a son. Now therefore, please be careful
not to drink wine or similar drink, and not
to eat anything unclean. For behold, you
shall conceive and bear a son. And no
razor shall come upon his head, for the
child shall be a Nazirite to God from the
womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines.”

Even missing humans can be found
Jesus used the word of knowledge to
evangelise in John 4 when he told the
woman at the well that she had had
husbands and was living with a man whom
she wasn't married to.

In this case the word of wisdom was given
to the mother and later the Father of
Samson through an angel.

That was the word of knowledge on display
and not only was that woman saved,
many people in her city got saved too.
They came to believe in Jesus as messiah.

The angel mentioned her barrenness (a
present fact) then told her God's purpose.
She was to have a son who would be a
deliverer of Israel.
12
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Just like the sons of Issachar who had
understanding of times and seasons and
told Israel what to do. More often than not
what many people call prophecy is
actually the word of wisdom in operation.

Genesis 6:13-14 NKJV
And God said to Noah, “The end of all
esh has come before Me, for the earth is
lled with violence through them; and
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Make yourself an ark of gopherwood;
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside
and outside with pitch.

It is foretelling, telling of future events,
telling of a bit of what's in God's agenda for
a person, a people, a church, a nation.

Here God revealed to Noah his plans for
the earth and told him what to do.
Let's look at some New Testament
examples.

This gift not only gives direction but it gives
hope. For example, one might be in a
situation that seems bleak, nothing seems
to be working out and then a word comes
about a breakthrough. It reassures your
heart that you'll go through that situation. It
helps you to see that all is not lost.

Acts 9:10-12,15 NKJV
Ananias Baptizes Saul Now there was a
certain disciple at Damascus named
Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I
am, Lord.” So the Lord said to him, “Arise
and go to the street called Straight, and
inquire at the house of Judas for one
called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is
praying. And in a vision he has seen a
man named Ananias coming in and
putting his hand on him, so that he might
receive his sight.” But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to
bear My name before Gentiles, kings,
and the children of Israel.

During my rst and second years on
campus, I had a lot of academic
challenges. It started with a terrible
sickness during my 1st semester exams that
led to my failing one core course. I had to
spend my second year doing that course
only to fail again.
I was distraught. I didn't understand what
was happening. It was like the issues were
happening because I got born again. I
knew I was intelligent. I had the best WAEC
result in my center and 4 schools were in
that center so I knew I was not a dullard. I
was very confused, downcast, thought
God had forgotten me (I was a baby
Christian)
.
Then 2 incidences happened. One night I
was in a prayer meeting with a group of
church folk. We were praying in tongues
and then a lady walked up to me.

Here we see word of knowledge and word
of wisdom manifesting side by side. The
Lord told Ananias present facts about
where Saul (Paul) was and when Ananias
protested, God revealed His future plan for
Paul to him, verse 15.
The word of wisdom is one very special gift
of the Spirit because what's greater than
knowing God's plan and purpose? What’s
greater than knowing the future? This gift
gives the body of Christ guidance and
direction.

She didn't know what was up with me but
she gave me a word that all my prayers
were going to be answered etc. Oh. That
reassured my heart. Another afternoon I
was walking on campus and then another
word came to me again that God was
guiding me like a basketball player guides
the ball, bouncing it a few times to keep it
from the opponent hands but eventually .

At the start of every year, several ministers
usually give a word of wisdom to their local
assemblies about God's plan and purpose
for the church for that year.
13
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Personally, I think I have a lot of the
manifestation of this gift because of the
prophetic call on my life. But we can all
desire to have more of this in our midst.
There's nothing like knowing God's plan
and aligning with it.

it'll enter the goal basket. See how I
remember these words after so many
years? That's how much they blessed me
Another instance was not too long after I
got lled with the Holy Spirit in 2008. I was
studying my bible and praying in my room
one morning when very strangely I fell
asleep.

In my interactions with people, I see this gift
manifested a lot. There's almost no
protracted prayer meeting I don't see this
gift. Anytime I'm ministering and there's real
worship, Gbam, the gift begins to ow.

Then I had a vision. I saw a huge crowd of
people who seemed to be partying and
having a nice time. Then I noticed that the
crowd was unknowingly moving in a
particular direction towards a huge ditch.

Those of us who were at FARs conference
last year can remember. I enjoin us, if we
would pray for any gift, let's pray for more
of this. To know the will and counsel of God.
To know what the Lord would have us do
per time. To bring direction, comfort to His
people. Hallelujah

At the outer edge of the crowd were
demons who were pushing the crowd
closer and closer toward the ditch and
they weren’t unaware of this. I began
saying "I'll go. I'll go." And I woke up with
those words on my lips. That was the rst
time I knew clearly that God was calling
me into ministry.

III. DISCERNING OF SPIRITS
1 Corinthians 12:10 NKjV

These are personal examples of the word
of wisdom. It's really a great gift to be
cherished. We should desire for more of its
manifestation in our midst.

to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another discerning
of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues.

In 2014 I was in a relationship I was
struggling with. The relationship was on the
rocks and I was doing all I could to hold it
together. I was praying. I even did a 30-day
prayer to settle things about the
relationship alongside other issues.

Remember the bible is infallible and
without error. When plural is used, it's
because it should be used. No mistakes in
God's word. The simple denition of
discerning of spirits is the supernatural
ability to see and hear into the spiritual
realm.

Then I heard these words clearly "You will
have a sweet marriage". Oh that day all
anxiety vanished and I've held on to that
word over these years. I keep it confessing
over and over.

We know that we are primarily spirit beings.
We are spirits that have souls and live in
bodies. Our bodies are our houses/tents.
That's why it's folly to give 100% of our
attention to our bodies at the expense of
the real us.

Another example was at my former place
of work. As soon as I got the job the Holy
Spirit told me that it was going to be a short
term job to kick start me in life. So I went
with this knowledge. After about 15 months
I was promoted to be the team lead.

However, since the fall of Adam, man lost
his sensitivity to the realm of the spirit and
the physical realm became more real to
man.
14
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Man became dead to God who is a spirit.
Man began to be ruled by his senses and
intellect. But glory to God, Jesus came to
redeem man from death to life. We're no
more dead but we're alive to God.

The whole earth is full of His glory!” And
the posts of the door were shaken by the
voice of him who cried out, and the
house was lled with smoke.
The prophet Isaiah saw and heard into the
spiritual realm. He saw God (Denitely not
face to face), he saw angels.

Our spirits (the real us) has come alive and
is at this very moment seated at the right
hand of God with Christ Jesus. However, for
a season we're here on earth with a
purpose and an assignment.

Ezekiel 1:1,4-9,24,26-28 NKJV
Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year,
in the fourth month, on the fth day of the
month, as I was among the captives by
the River Chebar, that the heavens were
opened and I saw visions of God. Then I
looked, and behold, a whirlwind was
coming out of the north, a great cloud
with raging re engulng itself; and
brightness was all around it and radiating
out of its midst like the color of amber, out
of the midst of the re. Also from within it
came the likeness of four living creatures.
And this was their appearance: they had
the likeness of a man. Each one had four
faces, and each one had four wings.
Their legs were straight, and the soles of
their feet were like the soles of calves’
feet. They sparkled like the color of
burnished bronze. The hands of a man
were under their wings on their four sides;
and each of the four had faces and
wings. Their wings touched one another.
The creatures did not turn when they
went, but each one went straight
forward. When they went, I heard the
noise of their wings, like the noise of many
waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a
tumult like the noise of an army; and
when they stood still, they let down their
wings. And above the rmament over
their heads was the likeness of a throne,
in appearance like a sapphire stone; on
the likeness of the throne was a likeness
with the appearance of a man high
above it. Also from the appearance of His
waist and upward I saw, as it were, the
color of amber with the appearance of
re all around within it;

When we're done, having lived to a good
old age, we'll drop these tents and ascend
to our real country. For this season that we
are on earth, it's so easy to forget that
another realm exists. A realm that is more
real than this physical realm. A realm that
controls this physical realm.
A realm that is the source from which all we
see came. A realm from which we should
operate and run things. There are 3 kinds of
spirits that exist in this realm.
Good spirits, human spirits and bad spirits.
When the gift of discerning of spirits is in
operation, a person is able to see/hear into
the realm of spirits, able to see/hear either
good spirits, human spirits or bad spirits.
Let's break it down

GOOD SPIRITS
1.God: no human can see God. We can
only see His similitude.
2. Jesus
3. Angels (cherubs, seraphs, angels that
have human forms etc.)
Biblical examples of this:
Isaiah 6:1-4 NKJV
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw
the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lifted up, and the train of His robe lled
the temple. Above it stood seraphim;
each one had six wings: with two he
covered his face, with two he covered his
feet, and with two he ew. And one cried
to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is
15
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and from the appearance of His waist
and downward I saw, as it were, the
appearance of re with brightness all
around. Like the appearance of a
rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was
the appearance of the brightness all
around it. This was the appearance of the
likeness of the glory of the Lord. So when
I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a
voice of One speaking.

Coming with the clouds of heaven! He
came to the Ancient of Days, And they
brought Him near before Him. Then to
Him was given dominion and glory and a
kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve Him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, Which shall
not pass away, And His kingdom the one
Which shall not be destroyed.
Daniel had visions of heaven too.

Ezekiel had a similar experience. He saw
and heard into the realm of spirits. He saw
God. He saw angels. He saw heavenly
beings and He heard the voice of God.
Before you quickly desire these dimensions,
if you read further you'll read to see that
these encounters were life transforming for
these men.

Revelation 1:10-17 NKJV
I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I
heard behind me a loud voice, as of a
trumpet, saying, “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last,” and,
“What you see, write in a book and send
it to the seven churches which are in
Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos,
to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and
to Laodicea.” Then I turned to see the
voice that spoke with me. And having
turned I saw seven golden lampstands,
and in the midst of the seven lampstands
One like the Son of Man, clothed with a
garment down to the feet and girded
about the chest with a golden band. His
head and hair were white like wool, as
white as snow, and His eyes like a ame
of re; His feet were like ne brass, as if
rened in a furnace, and His voice as the
sound of many waters; He had in His right
hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a
sharp two-edged sword, and His
countenance was like the sun shining in
its strength. And when I saw Him, I fell at
His feet as dead. But He laid His right
hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be
afraid; I am the First and the Last.

They had major assignments God wanted
them to do and so He came to them in this
way. For them this was either the beginning
of or a dramatic change in their prophetic
ministries.
Several other people had visions of God.
Moses spent at least 40 days that we know
of talking to God on the mountain
enveloped in so much glory he had to veil
his face when he descended. John the
beloved, the writer of revelations saw
Jesus.
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 NKJV
Vision of the Ancient of Days
“I watched till thrones were put in place,
And the Ancient of Days was seated; His
garment was white as snow, And the hair
of His head was like pure wool. His throne
was a ery ame, Its wheels a burning re;
A ery stream issued And came forth from
before Him. A thousand thousands
ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before Him. The court
was seated, And the books were
opened. “I was watching in the night
visions, And behold, One like the Son of
Man,

All of these men had great dimensions of
this gift manifested in their lives and these
were life transforming encounters. Now
some people have turned this gift into the
gift of discerning of devils and demons.
Obviously they are not correct. Some
people have become paranoid, seeing
demons at every turn.
16
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.Peter also had the manifestation of this gift
when the Lord wanted to open the door of
the gospel to the gentiles. Without that
vision, Paul would not likely have been
open to preaching to the gentiles.

That's the gift of paranoia or suspicion. I
once had a friend who believed every
other lady was demon possessed.
Well, needless to say, our friendship didn't
last very long. This gift is all over scriptures. A
lot more in the Old Testament because no
one had the Holy Spirit and they could not
be led by the inner witness. But in the New
Testament we still see this gift. Let's look at
some New Testament examples.

Acts 27:23-24 NKJV
For there stood by me this night an angel
of the God to whom I belong and whom I
serve, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you
must be brought before Caesar; and
indeed God has granted you all those
who sail with you.’

Acts 9:10-11 NKJV
Ananias Baptizes Saul
Now there was a certain disciple at
Damascus named Ananias; and to him
the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And
he said, “Here I am, Lord.” So the Lord
said to him, “Arise and go to the street
called Straight, and inquire at the house
of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for
behold, he is praying.

Here Paul had both discerning of spirits
(seeing an angel) and word of wisdom in
operation.
HUMAN SPIRITS
Sometimes we are supernaturally
permitted to see and hear into the spirit
realm to know by what spirit a human is
operating. For example, someone could
come claiming to be a minister and doing
stunts.

This example of the disciple Ananias is truly
and awesome one. Not only was the word
of knowledge and word of wisdom
manifest, discerning of spirits was manifest
too. It was the vehicle on which the other 2
came. He had a vision in which the Lord
appeared to him.

Then the Holy Spirit open your eyes and you
see that he's doing all those things by the
esh. It's just pure theatrics or even worse
he's operating by a foul spirit.
EVIL SPIRITS
Some times our eyes are supernaturally
opened to see the operations of darkness
in a place or in a person, not to inspire fear
in us but to help us know how to exercise
our authority in Christ Jesus. So we know
what we're dealing with and can address
it.

Acts 10:10-16 NKJV

Then he became very hungry and
wanted to eat; but while they made
ready, he fell into a trance and saw
heaven opened and an object like a
great sheet bound at the four corners,
descending to him and let down to the
earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed
animals of the earth, wild beasts,
creeping things, and birds of the air. And
a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and
eat.” But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I
have never eaten anything common or
unclean.” And a voice spoke to him
again the second time, “What God has
cleansed you must not call common.”
.This was done three times. And the
object was taken up into heaven again

About 5 or so years ago I was studying in my
room one day and then I saw a scary
looking demon by my window.
Immediately I heard 1 John 4:4. Greater is
He that is in you, kept repeating over and
over. As this words were repeated, I began
to grow bigger and bigger, the demon
smaller and smaller till it became nothing
more than a speck of dust. That day I truly
understood the meaning of 1 John 4:4
17

POWER GIFTS:
GIFTS THAT DO SOMETHING

;Palms burning or vibrating or a feeling of oil
in your palms etc. But you've doubted
yourself and doubted the validity of the gift
you received. Today, be free of doubt.
Step out and be who God has made you.

I. GIFTS OF HEALINGS
The gifts of healings is the supernatural
ability to heal diseases/sicknesses. Note
that this is not being cured by use of
medical science.

There are too many people held captive
by the devil for us to cower in fear and
uncertainty. Sickness is 100% from the devil
and too many people are being ravaged
by it. If God has given you this gift, know
that lives are at stake.

Medical science is good and has helped
us a lot but there's a higher dimension.
There is a limitation to what medical
science can do but there's no limit to what
the Holy Spirit can do even through those
of us He gives this gift.

Acts 10:38 NKJV
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power, who
went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with Him.

There's no sickness or disease that cannot
be healed. Throughout the New
Testament, this gift was everywhere, from
the ministry of Jesus to the book of Acts.
I personally believe that this gift is one very
key witnessing tool that God doesn't joke
with and He's poured it out on many but
many are too afraid of failure to express this
gift.

Be like Jesus, don't hold back. What's the
worst that could happen? You'll pray or lay
hands and see no immediate change
right? At least you laid hands. And guess
what? That's more than enough. That step
of faith is what God will honour and the
anointing will nish the job.

The thought of ‘what if I lay hands and
nothing happens’ has kept too many from
the fullness of what God wants to do
through them. Remember, all these gifts
operate by faith.

The world greatly needs this gift. There are
many people willing to give anything and
everything just to be healed. You are the
answer and the world is waiting for you.

You have to step out in faith. You have to
act your faith. If not, nothing will happen. I
strongly perceive that among the readers
of this teaching are many ladies to whom
the Holy Spirit has given this gift. Words
have even come to you conrming this. For
some it came with physical signs:

Anytime I think about this gift, it comes to
my heart strongly that so many ladies here
have been given this gift and there are
several more the Holy Spirit wants to give
this gift.
18
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Then the chicken being served was about
to nish and the bag of gifts was almost
empty. So Heidi Baker prayed.

II. WORKING OF MIRACLES
Everyone had read of the multiplication of
the 5 loaves of bread and 2 sh to feed
5000 men, not counting the women and
children, and there were 12 baskets of
bread and sh left. This was a miracle.

Somehow, they kept reaching into the gift
bag and bringing out the gifts the kids
wanted until every kid had a gift. Even gifts
they had no memory of putting into the gift
bag kept coming out and every child had
their heart desire.

A miracle is a divine intervention that
cannot be explained by natural laws.
Jesus walking in water, defying laws of
gravity, laws of oatation and many other
laws- miracle.

Then the chicken that was remaining a few
pieces kept remaining a few pieces and
those few pieces fed all the children
present. 100% miracle.

Metal axe head rising up from the bottom
of the river, losing its weight and oating miracle.

A man of God shared this. There was no
food in the house one day. All the pots
were empty. So he prayed. Then the
instruction came and he told his wife to go
open the pot. She was wondering so he
went to the kitchen.

Striking a rock with a rod and water ows
from it - miracle.
Lifting up a rod and a sea parts into two
such that there is a road created in the
middle with dry (not muddy, but dry and
dusty) ground - miracle.

They opened the pot and it was full of soup.
Wow. When they put in a cooking spoon,
they served soup with all sorts, meat, sh,
chicken etc. The wife almost fainted.
Miracle
You see? To receive miracles, you have to
take the lid off your mind. Your perception
of God has to enlarge.

One bottle of oil lling twenty-ve 50l
gallons - miracle.
One portion of meal feeding 3 people for
years until a famine stopped - miracle

When we read God's word and the
miracles in the bible, our perception of
God enlarges. He's magnied in our hearts
and faith is stirred up in us. Our pictures, our
expectations enlarge.

Water (H20) turning to sparkling wine miracle.
Let me give some contemporary examples
of working of miracles

III.THE GIFT OF SPECIAL
FAITH

Heidi Baker is a wonderful woman who
does some great work with orphans and
young children in rural communities. I read
a testimony years ago. Her group had an
outreach during Christmas and there were
giving out food, gifts etc. to the children.

The gift of special faith is the supernatural
ability to receive a miracle. Some miracles
just seem beyond our mind, ability etc. But
this gift enables us to receive those kinds of
miracles.

They get them saved, feed them, heal the
sick etc. The children on this day were
much more than expected. Suddenly
supplies were getting low and the queue
was still long.

So it’s a bit different from working of
miracles, in that working of miracles
involves you doing something,
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This faith grows like a muscle as we feed on
the word of God and it's how we reign
victoriously. When the challenges of life
come, we engage our faith. That's why it's
called the victory that overcomes the
world.

it's active, you're working, while the gift of
special faith involves you receiving. It's
passive. You are not working but receiving.
EXAMPLES
Virtually every time a dead person is raised
to life, this gift is at work. There's a certain
nality about physical death that requires
an extra something for you to look beyond
the dead and decaying cells to see and
receive fresh life.

But this gift of special faith is the faith that
God "borrows" a person when he/she
needs to receive a miracle that his/her
personal faith cannot carry. A miracle that
is way beyond you.

Joshua 10:12-14 NKJV
Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day
when the Lord delivered up the Amorites
before the children of Israel, and he said
in the sight of Israel: “Sun, stand still over
Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of
Aijalon.” So the sun stood still, And the
moon stopped, Till the people had
revenge Upon their enemies. Is this not
written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun
stood still in the midst of heaven, and did
not hasten to go down for about a whole
day. And there has been no day like that,
before it or after it, that the Lord heeded
the voice of a man; for the Lord fought
for Israel.

Then the Holy Spirit gifts you this special
faith and you're able to receive it like the
dramatic resurrection of a man dead for
3/4 days.
An Apostle or Evangelist will see at least 2 of
these 3 power gifts constantly manifested
through him/her.
These are the ofces associated with this
group of gifts because they are barrier
breaking manifestations of the Spirit. When
these gifts are in play, previously closed
territories open up for the gospel, which is
what these 2 ministry gifts do.

This is another example. Here we have
such an interruption of the natural course
of events that a man's special faith made
happen only once.

An evangelist goes about preaching the
gospel with signs and wonders. Our
beloved Billy Graham is a perfect
example. Usually with healings, miracles,
special faith, or at least 2 of these 3.

Even scientists acknowledge that there
was disruption a number of years ago in
the normal oscillatory and rotational
movement of the sun vis-a-vis the earth
and moon. Don't mind my big grammar. In
short, it happened.

An Apostle goes to Virgin lands, new
territories where the gospel or the
dimension of the gospel God has
committed to him/her hasn't been heard.
An Apostle is a trail blazer, a pace setter, a
sent one.

Note that every believer has faith. That's
why we're called 'believers'. It's who we are
and it's what we do.

Of course there has to be signs and
wonders for the people to believe. Apostle
Paul had many of such in his ministry, as
recorded in the book of Acts. Even once,
on an Island called Malta, he was bitten by
a deadly snake and nothing happened to
him.

Our whole new birth experience started
when we chose to have faith in the
sacrice of Jesus for us and in His
resurrection.
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When the villagers saw nothing happened
to him, they brought their sick and that's
how the village was open to the gospel.

WHAT IS THE BEST SPIRITUAL
GIFT?
The best spiritual gift is the gift that's needed
at the time.

So the Apostle goes there, opens up the
land, then raises and trains men, sets up a
church and then leaves for new territory,
checking up on the progress of established
churches from time to time.

HOW TO STIR UP
DORMANT GIFTS
The ames will gradually grow until you
have a roaring re. This is how it is. You
need to fan those gifts to ame by:

Romans 11:29 NKJV
For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.

1. Desire: make up your mind that it is what
you want and create an appetite, a
hunger, a desire for it.

Look at this beautiful scripture. When God
gives you a gift, He doesn't take it away. A
gift is a gift and it's all yours. So if you've
been imparted with and received by faith
a spiritual gift but feel you've "lost" it, good
news, you've not! It's still there.

2. Take time to worship God and pray in
tongues. Praying in tongues is so key. It's
called the doorway to the supernatural. If
you've operated in the gifts of the Spirit
you'll realise that it's so much easier when
you spend time praying in tongues,
praying, singing, talking in tongues.

Where? It's still in your spirit. God didn't take
it away. You probably just stopped walking
in faith with respect to the gift and since it
was not being used it stopped showing up
till you thought it was gone.
Now what you need to do is to stir it up.

Tongues open you to the realm of the Spirit
in a way that nothing else except worship
(to my knowledge) does.

2 Timothy 1:6 NKJV
Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of
God which is in you through the laying on
of my hands.

3. Be consistent. Let it build up and watch
as at the next opportunity where that gift
you've received is needed, the gift rises up
in your spirit to be manifested. Then you
step out in faith.

Another version says to fan to ame.
The gift is just like coal. Most times except
you use water to put it off, the re in a lit
coal rarely goes off naturally. It might stop
glowing but the re is still in there. If you pick
up a handful and begin to blow it, begin to
fan it, the coal will begin to glow.
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The gifts of the Spirit have been in
operation since the early church, in the
1800s and 1900s, and in our days too. Open
up your heart to be that vessel through
whom the world will see Jesus. The healing
Jesus! The loving Jesus! The delivering
Jesus! Hallelujah!

MARRIAGE
DIPPED IN BLOOD
Pastor Doofan Hiikyaa
Someone asked, “why marriage dipped in
blood?” I believe it is a phrase the Holy Spirit
put in my heart to catch people’s
attention.
But the purpose of Marriage dipped in
blood is to simply bring us back to the
consciousness of marriage as a blood
covenant.
In this generation of modern civilization,
people tend to forget the power and
importance of the marriage covenant. So
my assignment is to bring people back to
this consciousness and help them see that
even though the institution of marriage is
an old one it’s still valid, powerful and can
be completely fullling and enjoyable for a
life time.

THE COVENANT DEFINED
A covenant is an agreement by lease or
deed or written contract, or an agreement
that brings about a relationship of
commitment between two parties. I like
the word commitment here.
Let us look carefully at some synonyms for
the word Covenant; contract, compact,
treaty, pact, accord, deal, bargain,
settlement, concordant, protocol,
agreement, arrangement, understanding,

pledge, promise, bond, indenture,
guarantee, warrant, vow.I will take bond
and vow as my favorites.
The entire Bible is based on covenant, that
is why we have the old and new
covenants, which are also called
testaments.
We know from scriptures that God is a
covenant keeping God and because He
made us in His image and likeness it is
possible for us to be covenant keepers as
well.
Yes, we can make a covenant and stick it
out till the end, till death do us part (as it is in
the case of the marriage covenant).
The rst covenant God made with man
after he fell was aimed at covering up for
man’s shortcomings only for a while till
Jesus came and became the high priest
and sacrice for our sin forever.
Even then, Blood was spilled, because
after man disobeyed God’s instruction
and suddenly discovered he was naked,
he took leaves and covered up his
nakedness (that’s the best your self-effort
can go.
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He didn’t even think the leaves would
eventually dry up and fall off) but God in his
mercy took the skin of an animal and
covered His man up.

Isaiah 53:11AMP
“As a result of the anguish of His soul, He
shall see it and be satised; By His
knowledge [of what He has
accomplished] the Righteous One, My
Servant, shall justify the many [making
them righteous--upright before God, in
right standing with Him], For He shall bear
[the responsibility for] their sins.”

The scripture says,
Genesis3:21 NIV
The Lord God made garments of skin for
Adam and his wife and clothed them.”

There’s nothing left to do.

I can imagine blood all over them as the
skin was ripped off the animal. God’s
ultimate redemption plan was that Jesus
would come and shed His blood to pay for
man’s sin; you see, blood had to be shed.

God says he will never again be angry with
us or hold our sins against us. Praise God! All
these were in the covenant package. The
blessing, the forgiveness of sin, healing,
restoration etc.
He took our sin and gave us His
righteousness.

Remember the wages of sin is death
(Romans 6:26) so the price for sin had to be
the death of someone who was without
sin, and Jesus offered to die in man’s
place; He offered to die in our place!
Hallelujah! This always makes me happy.

Psalms 103:8-9NIV
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love. He will
not always accuse, nor will he harbor his
anger forever;”

Jesus’ death was God coming into
covenant with man (all of humanity) with
Blood in the middle.

Isaiah 54:9 NIV
“To me this is like the days of Noah, when
I swore that the waters of Noah would
never again cover the earth. So now I
have sworn not to be angry with you,
never to rebuke you again.”

It was a covenant sealed with the precious
blood of Jesus! It was perfect because the
blood of Jesus is sinless, pure blood.
The best part is that there are only blessings
in this covenant, there are no curses. All the
curses that may have come upon us for
failing in anyway, came upon Jesus.Glory
to God!

In Isaiah He says He has sworn... think about
it. He made a vow, a commitment, a
covenant to never be angry with us again!
What a beautiful relationship, all based on
sacricial love for man, the one He loved
from the foundation of the world.

.“Galatian 3:13 NIV
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
law by becoming a curse for us, for it is
written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung
on a pole.God exhausted His anger on
Jesus on the cross. This sacrice pleased
God, He was satised!
”

FLAWLESS BRIDE
The Bible calls us sons of God and heirs, joint
heirs with Christ, but there’s something
deeper... God calls us - His church, His
bride, whom he has presented unto
Himself spotless and blameless in love.
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Hallelujah! I am The bride of Christ, awless,
spotless and blameless in His eyes.
Ephesians1:4 NIV
“For he chose us in him before the
creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight In love”
Ephesians 5:27NIV
“and to present her to himself as a
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or
any other blemish, but holy and
blameless.”
The CEV says “...without aws.”
amazing is that?!

How

More than being sons of God we are the
bride of Christ... If we can understand the
relationship between Christ and the
church (his bride), then we will truly
understand what we entered into when
we said “yes I do” to our spouses.
I like to say that the bride price or dowry
that Christ paid to get His bride was His own
blood. What a precious price!
Matthew19:3-11NIV
“Some Pharisees came to him to test him.
They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any and every
reason?” “Haven’t you read,” he replied,
“that at the beginning the Creator
‘made them male and female,’ and said,
‘For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife,
and the two will become one esh’? So
they are no longer two, but one esh.
Therefore, what God has joined together,
let no one separate.”
“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses
command that a man give his wife a
certicate of divorce and send her
away?”

We have taken His name and identity; we
have become one in Him. The deeper we
go in our walk with God the more we begin
to act like Him and respond to situations like
Him.
In the place of prayer, we have intercourse
expressing our hearts and receiving His
heart. It is fellowship and communication
on a deeper level! This is beautiful!

JESUS’ VIEW ON MARRIAGE
In Matthew 19:3-11, the Pharisees came to
tempt Jesus, asking if a man could divorce
his wife for any reason and His response
was amazing!
He took them back to the beginning to see
God’s original plan for marriage as He
quoted from the book of Genesis 2:24
24
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MY STORY

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to
divorce your wives because your hearts
were hard. But it was not this way from
the beginning. I tell you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another woman
commits adultery.”
The disciples said to him, “If this is the
situation between a husband and wife, it
is better not to marry.” Jesus replied, “Not
everyone can accept this word, but only
those to whom it has been given.”

It was Saturday morning the 27th of
October 2012.
As I stood face to face with the man I
chose to stay in love with for the rest of my
life, our Pastor gave the “marriage
charge” and the following words jumped
right out at me, “marriage is a blood
covenant.”
A covenant to love each other, to give
your strength for your partner’s weakness; it
is an oath to stay loyal to your partner in the
BLOOD of Jesus!

A man leaves his parents to cleave to his
wife and they become one esh no longer
two.

“TO DISHONOR THE RELATIONSHIP IS TO
DISHONOR THE BLOOD OF JESUS!”

This means a bond is established. He went
on to say what God joins together let no
man separate.

Then we said our vows to each other and
again ended with;

So marriage is God’s idea, it is He who does
the joining. Jesus also said that Moses
permitted the people to divorce because
of their hard hearts though it was not so in
the beginning. God ordained marriage to
be for life

“I MAKE THESE PROMISES IN THE BLOOD OF
JESUS AND TO DISHONOR THESE PROMISES
IS TO DISHONOR THE BLOOD OF JESUS.”

As our guests cheered, I had tears running
down my face.

That’s why you have to think and talk,
spend time with the person you are in a
relationship with, to be sure that God is
leading you into the marriage before you
jump because there is no turning back.
According to God’s plan, divorce is not an
option.

My head was overwhelmed but my heart
was excited and ready for the adventure
ahead. These words have kept us going
strong these 6years!
This is what gave birth to “Marriage dipped
in Blood.” T

If you are married already, relax you will be
alright. Jesus’ disciples thought marriage
was a hard thing.

he truth that our marriage covenant is not
ordinary, it is sanctied and sealed in the
most precious blood, the blood of God
Himself is encouraging.

They said in verse 10 “if this is the situation
between a husband and a wife then it’s
better not to marry.”
Can you imagine?! A lot of people have
this mindset because they don’t
understand the beauty of the blood
covenant of marriage.
25

CHRIST AND THE CHURCHA REFLECTION OF A SUCCESSFUL
MARRIAGE
So we are meant to shine in dark places
and give taste where taste has been lost.
We are the solution the world seeks and if
we get it right in our marriage we’ll get it
right everywhere else. Christ and the
church.

Be encouraged, you are not in this
relationship alone. It is you and your spouse
with Jesus in between! This is the threefold
chord that cannot be broken (Ecclesiastes
4:12).
I want us to remember that the example of
a successful marriage is the relationship
between Christ and the church. Measure
your relationship with no other couple but
The most ultimate thing we can say about
marriage is that it exists for God’s glory.

We see a beautiful picture of what a
Christian marriage should be in
Ephesians 5:21-33 MSG
“Out of respect for Christ, be courteously
reverent to one another. Wives,
understand and support your husbands in
ways that show your support for Christ.
The husband provides leadership to his
wife the way Christ does to his church,
not by domineering but by cherishing. So
just as the church submits to Christ as he
exercises such leadership, wives should
likewise submit to their husbands.
Husbands, go all out in your love for your
wives, exactly as Christ did for the
church—a love marked by giving, not
getting.

That is, it exists to display God. MARRIAGE
DIPPED IN BLOOD is aimed at bringing us to
a consciousness of marriage as a blood
covenant which is originally designed by
God to last for a lifetime.
God created marriage to show the world
his love-covenant relationship with His
bride, the church. Jesus wants to be seen,
portrayed in our marriages. You see how
Jesus calls us the light of the world and the
salt of the earth, He also calls us His glory.
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In some cases, their husband is also a
minister of the gospel but no! They allow
familiarity to breed contempt! I call it the
“see-nish syndrome.” You know, like a
prophet has no honor in his own home.

Christ’s love makes the church whole. His
words evoke her beauty. Everything he
does and says is designed to bring the
best out of her, dressing her in dazzling
white silk, radiant with holiness.
And that is how husbands ought to love
their wives. They’re really doing
themselves a favor—since they’re
already “one” in marriage.
No one abuses his own body, does
he? No, he feeds and pampers it. That’s
how Christ treats us, the church, since we
are part of his body. And this is why a
man leaves father and mother and
cherishes his wife. No longer two, they
become “one esh.” This is a huge
mystery, and I don’t pretend to
understand it all. What is clearest to me is
the way Christ treats the church. And this
provides a good picture of how each
husband is to treat his wife, loving himself
in loving her, and how each wife is to
honor her husband.”

People will respect and honor your
husband to the extent to which you
respect and honor him. So if you really
want to show your support to the things of
God, rst show support for your husband.
He is your rst ministry.
You were created by God and presented
to him to help him. He needs you! You are a
HELP-MEET, you are not Help-less! You are
strong, inuential and valuable!

A few months after we got married I started
feeling inadequate, like what am I doing in
this house, I stay home all day and he goes
out to do the work and bring the money at
the end of the day or month or however it
came.

First it says, out of respect for Christ,
husbands and wives be courteously
reverent to one another. So there is mutual
respect. Kind of how God needs us and we
need Him.

All kinds of negative thoughts were running
through my mind. I was misusing the power
of my imagination.
Well, I was home all day praying or playing,
writing, cleaning, cooking, washing, then
later I started baking and sewing but I still
felt I wasn’t “working”.

God loves us and we love Him because He
rst loved us. He gave us the gift of our will
and a right to make decisions but we still
seek His face for direction, we still seek
wisdom from Him to lead us.

Until my husband got a promotion less than
2 years after we got married and then
another promotion 1year and 6 months
later!

Next the scripture says, wives show support
for your husband in ways that show support
for Christ. Another translation says to submit
to your husband as you do to the Lord. This
means you can’t claim to be submissive to
God and not be to your husband.

This never happens in his organization! In
fact, the second time he was moved up
two steps higher so he could t his new
position

Being submissive to your husband is like
submitting to God. Many times some
Christian women will take their pastor’s
word over their husbands but that’s not fair,
it is unacceptable!

And guess what he said when he came
back with the letters, “thank you baby for
helping me achieve this, it would not have
been possible without you!”
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His colleagues kept congratulating me
and thanking me for all I do. I was amazed
and humbled at the same time. I did not
realize how much inuence I had as a wife.
It was a condence booster!

We need to be grounded and rooted in
God’s love for us in Christ to experience
success in marriage.
Let this be your prayer everyday

Maybe you are like me, a stay at home
mom and house wife, you are in such an
amazing position to use your imagination.
You are what you think! First of all, God
would not have called you Helpmeet if you
had nothing to offer.

Ephesians 3:16-19 NIV
“I pray that out of his glorious riches he
may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith.
And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people,
to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be lled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.”

Why would God say he who nds a wife
nds good and obtains favour of the Lord?
My sister, you are the fortune, you are the
good, you are the precious stone, the
gem, the jewel he found. Without you he
won’t go so far.
So in supporting your husband it shows you
support God.

That you may be rooted and established in
the love of Christ. You can only give what
you have.

The next verse says the husband provides
leadership to his wife the way Christ does to
his church, not by domineering but by
cherishing.

By the time you learn to receive the love of
Christ and submit to His leadership as His
bride, when you get married it ows out of
you, such that if your husband is
unfortunately not leading as he should,
you stay submissive and win him over by
your godly conduct (see1st Peter 3 :1).

So as we (the church, the bride of Christ)
follow His leadership so should every wife
follow her husband’s leadership. That’s
why as a Christian woman (if you are not
already married) your desire should be for
a godly man so he’ll actually lead you like
Christ leads His church else it will be a
struggle.

Next verse says the love of Christ for His
church is sacricial (paraphrased)marked by giving and not getting. The love
of Christ makes the church whole; His
words evoke her beauty. Pause and
think…

That feeling of “you know it better” or you
are more spiritual could be a problem. I
always wonder how unbelievers live. An
unsaved man doesn’t understand the love
of Christ so how does he show love to his
wife as Christ loves him.

We enter into the marriage covenant with
a servant heart. If you are not ready to
serve, then you are not ready to marry.
Couples who serve each other constantly
enjoy a more successful marriage. You
never stop giving.

That’s why I began by showing us the
covenant between Christ and the church
in His blood being shed for us. His love is
marked by forgiveness of sins forever, and
starting us up on a clean slate.

Trust me God is satised when we receive
His gifts. Think about it, generally when you
give someone something it means you
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thought about them and want to express
your love by giving to them, if your gift is
rejected how do you feel?

That’s how husbands should love their
wives. They’re really doing themselves a
favor since they are already “one” in
marriage.

I feel really bad and unsatised. Take sex
and love making for an example, you go in
with the aim of satisfying your spouse. If
he’s satised you are satised. There is a
satisfaction that comes when you are a
giver, a “server”. There is satisfaction and
contentment in service.

See! He’s doing himself a favor for loving
you. It aligns with proverbs 18:22 he who
nds a wife nds good and obtains favor of
the Lord.
Maybe you are saying, “I wish my husband
would just hear all this”. Don’t worry, you
can win him over by simply doing your own
part. Love NEVER fails!

Christ’s love makes the church whole! His
words evoke her beauty.
Have you ever felt so low and beat down
by circumstances but then, you nd a
scripture that changes everything and
suddenly you feel on top of the world
again?

Ephesians 5:29-33 MSG
“No one abuses his own body, does he?
No, he feeds and pampers it. That’s how
Christ treats us, the church, since we are
part of his body. And this is why a man
leaves father and mother and cherishes
his wife. No longer two, they become
“one esh.” This is a huge mystery, and I
don’t pretend to understand it all. What is
clearest to me is the way Christ treats the
church. And this provides a good picture
of how each husband is to treat his wife,
loving himself in loving her, and how
each wife is to honor her husband.”

You feel like Miss Universe because of
God’s word spoken to your heart. This
happens because you place value on the
words of God.
Begin to value the words of your husband.
Let his word count to you and you’ll begin
to blossom like the real beauty you are. As
women, our beauty is from the inside out.
Make up and body lotions are good but
the inner beauty keeps evolving. Think
about it.

This chapter expresses beautifully how
Christ’s relationship with His bride (the
church, the believer in Christ) is and how
it’s the perfect example for the Christian
marriage between a man and his wife.

From when you were a teenager and then
grew into a young adult you thought you
were so ne. Until your wedding day you
felt like a princess then you got married
and pregnant, you began to glow like a
shining star then you had babies and you
are still so “hot.”

Verse 29 says no one abuses his body
rather he feeds and pampers it. That’s why
the idea that God uses sickness and
troubles to test us is wrong! He would be
inicting Himself.

Go and do a 0 year and 20 years
challenge you will see what I am talking
about. Let your husband’s words evoke
your beauty.

Remember when you get married, you are
no longer two but become one esh, his
body becomes yours and yours become
his.

Stop trying to prove a point and be right all
the time. Everything he does is designed to
bring the best out of her in dazzling white
silk radiant with holiness.
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There’s something funny that happens in
our home; sometimes my husband just
wants to play around and maybe pinches
my nose or pulls my arm (just to tease) and I
say leave my hand, he says “your hand
belongs to me o” and we just laugh.

So Paul says this leaving to cleave as a man
does to his wife is a HUGE mystery to him.
Look at Jesus’ response in Matthew 19
when the disciples said hmm, if this is how
marriage is, then they’d rather stay
unmarried.

But it’s the truth. In marriage you give
authority over your body to your husband
and he gives you authority over his. Don’t
worry are not yet talking about sex but let
this one sink.

Matthew19:11 NLT
““Not everyone can accept this
statement,” Jesus said. “Only those whom
God helps.”

1 Corinthians 7:4 NLT
“The wife gives authority over her body to
her husband, and the husband gives
authority over his body to his wife.”

It is obvious that we need God’s help to
truly understand the covenant of
marriage, how sacred and highly
important it is in the fulllment of God’s
purpose and plan for us in this world.

I like how the message translation puts it

So God’s Love for the church provides a
good picture of how each husband is to
treat his wife, loving himself in loving her,
and how each wife is to honor her
husband.

Vs 4 (message)
Marriage is not a place to “stand up for
your rights.”
Marriage is a decision to serve the other,
whether in bed or out. This is as simple as it
gets.

You see how subtle the devil is, trying to
take honor out of the church, people sit
and speak disrespectfully about the body
of Christ even believers, dishonoring God
and his anointed, the under shepherds, our
pastors!

So as Christ feeds and pampers His bride
since we are part of His body with Him as
the head, this is how a husband should
treat his wife. This is why he leaves his
mother and father and cleaves to his wife.

That is the kind of dishonor happening in
some marriages. (But not FARS marriages in
the name of Jesus). Honor is a deeper level
of respect. Let’s see how the Amplied
translation puts this last verse,

May I add that as he leaves his father and
mother to cleave to you, do not make him
cleave to you and your entire family. If you
do that your oneness in esh will be
affected.

Ephesians 5:33 AMP
“However, each man among you
[without exception] is to love his wife as
his very own self [with behavior worthy of
respect and esteem, always seeking the
best for her with an attitude of
lovingkindness], and the wife [must see to
it] that she respects and delights in her
husband [that she notices him and
prefers him and treats him with loving
concern, treasuring him, honoring him,
and holding him dear].

As he leaves to cleave, you also be sure
you have left to cleave to him. Sometimes
we get our extended family involved in our
marriages more than is necessary and that
should not be.
Remember that it is a threefold chord, the
only 3rd party allowed is Jesus. He is the
xer. If you trust Him and do as His word says
He will never leave you stranded.
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Our focus is on the part that concerns the
wife.

I could not afford to miss out on both sides
so I advised myself and went to spend
quality time with the most important
person in my life. Needless to say, it was
worth it!

Verse 33b
and the wife [must see to it] that she
respects and delights in her husband
[that she notices him and prefers him and
treats him with loving concern, treasuring
him, honoring him, and holding him
dear].”

I said that to say this; always choose him
rst, of course after God. Even that, the
Bible says in sex matters you have to both
agree that you need to pray and fast if you
want to abstain for a moment. It has to be
a mutual agreement.

Hello wife, are you there?
See to it, ensure, make sure, do all that you
can to respect and delight in your
husband, this is how to delight in himnotice him, compliment him, let him know
you appreciate how he looks, and all he
does no matter how little.

1 Corinthians 7:5 AMP
“Do not deprive each other [of marital
rights], except perhaps by mutual
consent for a time, so that you may
devote yourselves [unhindered] to
prayer, but come together again so that
Satan will not tempt you [to sin] because
of your lack of self-control.”

Prefer him, let him see that he’s number
one in your life and not the children.
The other day something happened. I was
studying and watching the videos for a
course I enrolled for online, and then my
husband comes seeking attention but I
kept putting him off, then he says so you
are choosing money making over me and
walked away.

Prefer him and treat him with loving
concern, treasure him, honor him and hold
him dear. Hallelujah! Hold him in high
esteem. You don’t stand and watch
anyone talk bad about him or disrespect
him.
You cut them off! That’s what covenant
partners do, stand up for each other and
not against each other. Praise God!

II laughed and said oh no… it’s not that
bad. But after a few minutes I wasn’t even
hearing what was being said in the video.

GOD’S PURPOSE FOR

MARRIAGE.
be open to see God’s original agenda for
marriages and homes and take sides with
Him to accomplish His plan.

The family unit is so important to God that is
why the devil keeps attacking it. But my
prayer and desire is that the eyes of people
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Let the world see Christ’s love for the
church through our marriages, let us raise
Godly offspring that will enter into the world
and inuence it positively and keep the
values of marriage holy as God will have it.

Speak over your marriage constantly.
Don’t wait until you have problems before
you begin to pray and sow seeds of God’s
word.
Get scriptures that talk about success in
marriage and dwell on them until you see
you home as God sees it. That is how you
build on the foundation that cannot be
shaken. (Matthew 7:24-26)

Enough of people getting in and out of
marriage as soon as they meet any
opposition. Jesus went all out for His bride.
The church has suffered persecution in the
name of Christ for centuries, yet we are still
standing.

My desire is that at the end of this teaching
you would have come to an awareness, a
consciousness of marriage as a blood
covenant that was ordained by God to be
a permanent relationship that constantly
expresses God’s glorious incomparable
covenant love for the church, His bride.

The Love of God for us is never fading, it is
an everlasting love, the church of Christ is
marching on and the gates of hell cannot
prevail against it.
This gates of hell sounds to me like many
waters and oods coming against your
marriage.

I trust that so far our hearts have been
opened to see a vision of marriage higher,
deeper, stronger and more glorious than
anything our culture or the traditions of
men ever imagined.

The oods of lack of nances, oods of
poor communication, misunderstandings,
or in-laws intruding, the oods of an
unsaved spouse, the oods of rebellious
children and bad inuence.

The greatness and glory of marriage is
beyond our ability to think or feel without
divine revelation and without and help of
the Holy Spirit.

These oods cannot quench the love of
God ignited in your heart towards your
spouse. If the re seems to be burning out it
means you are the one letting it.

The world cannot know what marriage is
without learning it from God. The natural
man does not have the capacity to see or
receive or feel the wonder of what God
has designed for marriage to be.

See how we defend our faith, stand up for
what we believe in scriptures and speak of
our salvation in Christ to all who will listen.
Do even more for your marriage. See your
marriage as a ministry because that’s what
it is!

I pray that God uses this teaching to help
set you free from small, worldly, culturally
contaminated, self-centered, Christignoring, God-neglecting, romanceintoxicated, unbiblical views of marriage!

The purpose of Marriage is to show the
world how Christ loves the church so if you
are in a marriage where there’s abuse, no
love, no submission, you are
misrepresenting God’s idea and the
ultimate purpose for marriage.

Our culture is Jesus culture.

Fight for the faith as concerns your home.
The same way you speak healing and
prosperity for your body and nances,
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We will do marriage God’s way and enjoy
married life until it overows (John 10:10).
We will fulll God’s purpose, upholding
biblical values as originally designed by
God by constantly preaching the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ and impacting our
generation, one family at a time.

INTERVIEW

PASTOR

DOOFAN HIIKYAA
Can we meet you?
Hello and thank you for having me on the
second edition of the FARS journal. I am
truly honored.. My name is Doofan
Stephanie Hiikyaa, wife of one man,
Orgem Hiikyaa for 6years 5months and
1day and loving everyday of it. I’m a mom
of two adorable girls.
I love traveling, singing, writing, reading
and playing “goofy” with my girls.

I love the word of God and seek every
opportunity to learn , grow deeper in the
knowledge of God and His word. One of
my favorite scriptures is
Romans 8:32 “He who did not spare [even]
His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, how
will He not also, along with Him, graciously
give us all things?”
It kind of works in every situation for me. I’m
a worship leader, pastor and children’s
church teacher at Christ Family Ministry.
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I have interests in home interior decoration
(I have done a few works in this area in the
past), and real estate, looking forward to
owning houses and estates to lease or
build and sell someday.
I recently took my longtime desire more
seriously as I’ve been teaching on
relationships and marriage on the
Marriage dipped in blood platform and
giving pre- marital and marriage
counseling to people for free in the last few
months. And I have never felt so fullled in
my life … feels like I just started living
I have come to know the love that God has
for me to a certain extent (there is more to
know) and it’s always a privilege to share
this love to as many as come in contact
with me in every way possible. I believe
that everyone who meets Doofan
becomes a better person.
What are your Core values in life? Which
is most important to you?
My core values in life are; LOVE, FAITH &
HOPE
Love: I believe in LOVE, I love love. I think I
am a love and marriage enthusiast
1 Corinthians 13:8 TPT “Love never stops
loving. It extends beyond the gift of
prophecy, which eventually fades away. It
is more enduring than tongues, which will
one day fall silent. Love remains long after
words of knowledge are forgotten.”
Faith: My faith Is expressed in the words I
speak. And this faith is built on the Love
sacrice of Jesus Christ for me. My faith says
“if God gave me Jesus then there is nothing
else I want and need that I can’t have.”
Hope: Christ is my living hope. He is my
hope and anchor for a successful life!.
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.Hebrews 6:18-19 NLT “So God has given
both his promise and his oath. These two
things are unchangeable because it is
impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we
who have ed to him for refuge can have
great condence as we hold to the hope
that lies before us. This hope is a strong and
trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us
through the curtain into God’s inner
sanctuary.”
Of Course Love is most important to me
because love is the strongest force ever
known to man! Love is as strong as death!
W hich sphere of life are you most
interested in influencing & why?
Love, Relationships and marriage.
Why, because there is a lot of negative
vibes that have been displayed by the
media industry in movies, music,
publications etc that paint the wrong
picture of love relationships and marriage
and I believe God has called me to make
a difference in this area.
It’s no wonder I always have a sense of
fulllment and satisfaction when I help
couples with fears and worries of marriage
or those going through difcult times in their
relationships nd hope for a fresh start and
actually see the possibilities of a beautiful
and successful home as God designed for
them and ultimately live the good life to
the full!
To see Christian couples all over the world
have and enjoy married life until it
overows as they beautifully display the
covenant love relationship between Christ
and the church-his bride for the world to
see and be drawn to receive salvation in
Christ Jesus.
This is what I live for. The thought of it is
exciting.
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What steps have you taken so far to fulfil
the call of God upon your life?
I use every available means and platform
to preach the love of Christ, by bringing a
consciousness and awareness of marriage
as a blood covenant to the hearts of
people through the teachings on Marriage
dipped in blood; and helping them start
their journey on the solid foundation Love(God himself) that never fails, thereby
building marriages that are divorce proof
and enjoyable for a lifetime.
Online for example, using the social media
platform we have a page , here’s a link to
the page http://Fb.me/lovesfoundation5
Also, we are planning towards holding our
1st FLAWLESS MARRIAGE CONFERENCE on
the 27th of October,2019 to mark our 7th
wedding anniversary. Hopefully there will
be many other seminars and conferences
in the near future.
What counsel will you give to young
women Out there as regards fulfilling
purpose and maximising God's plans for
their lives?
“Work willingly at whatever you do, as
though you were working for the Lord
rather than for people.”
Colossians 3:23 NLT And whatever God
lays on your heart to do, do it! That’s where
the miracle is, that’s how to succeed!
My sister Pastor Nguavese Tokula likes to
say “jump and build your wings on your
way down.” I tell you, those wings will be
strengthened with use and you’ll begin to
soar like the eagle in the midst of ercest
winds. I am a witness.
As you step out, everything you need, the
people and resources will begin to
gravitate towards you to help bring your
dreams to fruition.
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Do not be afraid. Fear is not just an
emotion, it is an evil spirit but “… God has
not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but
of power, love, and self-discipline.”2
Timothy 1:7 NLT
So resist fear like a plague and step out in
faith to become all that God has designed
for you to become.
Someone out there is counting on you to
BECOME!
We really appreciate your time with us &
your timely counsel. God bless you ma.
Thank you again, it is a privilege to be part
of what God is doing in and through FARS,
it’s getting bigger and better in Jesus
name.

HOME MAKING:
TRANSFORMING A HOUSE
INTO A HOME
Mrs Busayo Adebowale
One of the things God laid in my heart is
that this topic is very important to him.
When we hear homemaking what comes
to mind is probably keeping the house,
cleaning, cooking meals and so on, but
there's more to it, so much more.
All of a sudden I'm seeing home making in
a whole new different light and you will too.
First I want us to get our terms straight.

WHAT IS A HOUSE?
I personally see a house as a building we
live in. A home is quite different from a
house.
A home isn't about the beauty, posh and
interior decor of a house, what makes a
home is way more than that. A house is
built but a home is made.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS HOME
As believers, home to us is God, His
presence, His Spirit. There's no other place
like being with God, in constant fellowship
through the Holy spirit, that to us is Home.

Just like a person feels homesick when they
are far away from family and friends, we
feel the same way when we are away from
Him.
That sickness of the heart within that comes
from a separation from home, is called
been homesick. The joy one feels at being
in His presence is the joy of being at home.
Thus We are at home everywhere we go
because of the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit is
home! Hallelujah!
There’s just this amazing sense of peace
you have even in the face of chaos or
even when in an uncomfortable area
because you're at home.
Holy Spirit is Home... Fellowship continues
and everything about home continues
irrespective of where you are or what's
going on.
It's the same thing that happens when
you're in a meeting of believers where the
Holy Spirit is and you lose your sense of time.
It feels like you shouldn't leave.
.
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It’s the same when you meet another child
of God for the rst time and in a few
minutes it feels like you've known each
other forever!
The bond and love is so strong you're
amazed. is one of the reasons the Father
gave us the Holy Spirit, so we won't have to
feel homesick
John 14:16-18
And I will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of
truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I
will not leave you comfortless: I will come
to you.
There is the feeling of peace, joy and
refreshing you get from being in His
presence.
Sometimes you're downcast, but spending
time with him just feels like home again and
you feel safe once again. Because He is
Home! Thank you Holy Spirit!
Living in this world without him, is a disaster!
With all the terrible things in the world, who
then will be our peace, safety, solace, joy
and home?
We need to consciously thank God for the
Holy Spirit. The world isn't our home, but we
are at home in the person of the Holy Spirit.

WE ARE AT HOME AND WE ARE
MEANT TO BE A HOME.
God doesn't dwell in houses made by
man's hand, but He has chosen to dwell in
us, through his Holy Spirit; dwell, abide,
make a home in us.
This implies that we are a building, but
much more than that God desires to make
a home in us.
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A place where his spirit can nd rest, a
place devoid of offense, a place full of
love, comfort and peace. We will be
making a big mistake if we just go on with
the ladies’ paparazzi without the basic
understanding that we are at home and
we are meant to be a home.
John 15:5
I am the vine, ye are the branches: *He
that abideth in me, and I in him* the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.

HOME MAKING STARTS WITH
YOU
Question- When you enter a house
(someone's house), you've never been to
before, what is/are the rst thing(s) you
notice? I believe that the very rst thing
you'd notice about a house you've never
been to before is the atmosphere, the
ambience, the aura.
Dear woman of God, you need to rst
settle in your heart "what kind of home you
want to make". I'm sure we can relate to
coming into a house for the rst time and
feeling like the house itself is welcoming
you. You can even feel sleepy because
you're in such a state of peace there and
there's so much warmth in the house.
I want us to realize that people carry an
atmosphere. There's something about you,
an aura you radiate. Some people step
into a place and it's all sorts of negative
energy. Some people step into a place
and it's like “wow! Praise God you've
come, an answer has come”.
You carry a unique aura. Some people
come in and everywhere just lights up
practically. Some other people, it's all sorts
of cynicism and scepticism. It's important
what kind of atmosphere you carry.
We'll still talk about the physical things too.

FARs Journal

HOME MAKING: TRANSFORMING A HOUSE

You might want to ask. What's that to do
with me? Plenty! As a woman God has
entrusted the home into our hands.
Whatsoever goes on there is our
responsibility.
It's important to guard and keep the
atmosphere in your house, one that allows
the Holy Spirit rest. Let's look at some things
that can dene the atmosphere of our
home.

WORDS
It is very important the kind of words you
allow in your space. Words are very
powerful. If depressing words are released
into the atmosphere somewhere, and you
walk in there without the Holy Spirit such a
person can get depressed.
It's that serious! In fact, we are all a product
of words. We need to let go of some things
and imbibe some others. Let the word of
God be key and dwell richly in your vicinity
and it'll always be homely.
For instance: as you are doing your chores
you can confess God's word over your
family, you're releasing something into the
atmosphere.
Let me share. I reviewed my life recently
and saw that I was allowing some excesses
into it word wise. I took it up, spent some
good time recalibrating myself by digging
into God's word. I read this amazing book
by Joyce Meyer “ME AND MY BIG MOUTH”
and it has changed and is changing my life
and home.
I realize now that I'm a gate keeper in my
home, I can determine the atmosphere of
my house by what words are released into
my space. I can frame my house and
family with God's word.
Hallelujah! Also, thoughts have the ability
to bring in positive or negative energies in
your space, so It's important to think
thoughts in tandem with God's word.
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It's important to guard your heart diligently.
Those thoughts spill out into your life and
space eventually. Nagging doesn't help at
all, complaining and all that will only
disturb the atmosphere of the Spirit in your
house.
Ah! Angry words are a no-no! Babies are
sensitive to words and atmosphere too. I
remember when I visited my uncle some
ve years ago. He and his wife had a
serious quarrel that made me very
uncomfortable.
His naturally boisterous boys went all quiet
and we're practically walking on egg
shells, no excesses that night. Even the
baby felt that something was really wrong,
he was unusually restless and cried
inconsolably for a good while. Strife isn't
comely at all.
I've been to a home where everything
looked right, but there was this tension in
the air, I later gured out that daddy and
mummy were keeping malice. You see, it
was thing between them but it dened
their atmosphere.

Proverbs 21:19
It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than
with a contentious and an angry woman.
Growing up, I remember times when my
parents would have quarrels and suddenly
I'd feel like running away, just going off
anywhere, somewhere, as long as I could
get away from the dark feeling in the
house.
When they settle and all is ne, the house
suddenly feels right. I remember some
nights when my dad's in the mood and
starts telling stories, teasing and all, you'll
feel so closely knitted like a family!
We need to guard our hearts and mouths
and only speak words that are edifying.
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Ephesians 4:29-30
Let no corrupt communication proceed
out of your mouth, but that which is good
to the use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers. And grieve not
the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption.
This reminds me of something Pastor Arome
Tokula once said “God didn't ask you to
say your mind. You were asked to renew
your mind with God's word”.
I've come to realize that when I say my
mind or speak out of turn, I hurt everyone
and myself, it distorts the ambience of my
home.
Jesus said a house divided against itself
won't stand, talking about strife and
discord, these are things God hates, we
should too. We ought to ensure to keep the
bond of peace always in our homes.

Joy has the ability to turn a place of sorrow
and mourning to dancing. If the devil
wants to catch a family, he tries to tamper
with their joy.
It can start by suggestive thoughts, to cast
a dark cloud around the home.
You need to stand your ground and
declare “Nothing steals my joy. I am joyful
because the Holy Spirit lives on the inside of
me. Joy ows into my home. My home is a
place of joy in Jesus name!”
Praising God is one of the expressions of
joy. In fact, now that I think about it, It's not
all the time you feel like it, but consciously
doing it just brings heaven into your home.
Still on joy, laughter comes and ows easily.
Laughter is an important part of a home to
me. Laughter is good medicine... Another
expression of the presence of Joy.
Joy is a characteristic of the presence of
God. Hence, a home full of God's
presence is characterized by Joy.

Philippians 4:8
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things.

PEACE
Peace is a very important characteristic of
a home. No one wants to dwell in a trouble
zone. Have you ever seen anybody
sleeping at the front line of a war?

JOY
Someone once dened joy as; J-Jesus O-on
Y-you
Joy typies the presence of God's spirit in a
place. Joy can be cultivated as there are
so many things that'll try to tamper with it in
the society we live in.
I've heard it said in a sitcom once that
“when mummy is happy everyone in the
family is happy”. I've seen families that
didn't really have much, but the presence
of Joy made their home the place to be.
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Even Bible talks about protecting and
guarding the bond of peace. Peace
preserves the unity of a place.
Ephesians 4:3
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.
One of the things that tries to steal peace is
offense. Offense is a very subtle but
dangerous thing. In a family it's very easy to
offend one another, but we must receive
grace to love lavishly and forgive
generously and in advance too.
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This also implies making excuses for the
offender in question. Your husband will
offend you, your children will miss it at
times, guests in your home might want to
make you really angry, but we must look
past these and forgive.
One other thing is letting go, not taking
yourself too seriously. Some people are so
serious that they hurt easily.
If you are easily hurt, then maybe it's not
those offending you that have the issue
(even though something might be up with
them) maybe it's you who need to take
that weakness to the Holy Spirit to deal with
it.
At times it's really not about you having
your way, God isn't rigid, we shouldn't be
too, one needs to be a little exible. You
can laugh even at yourself. When you take
things too seriously it can hurt both you and
those around you.
Personally, there was a time it seemed like
my husband was always offending me.
He'd be apologetic afterwards because
he didn't mean to. When I went to God, I
was the one who got straightened out and
not him!
Offense can alter in a split second the
entire atmosphere of your home and it can
linger too. It can turn a peaceful home into
a war zone! It should be seriously guarded
against.
Ephesians 4 :26-27
And “don’t sin by letting anger control
you.” Don’t let the sun go down while you
are still angry, for anger gives a foothold
to the devil.
Another aspect of Peace comes from the
physical appearance of your house. Has
anyone ever seen a dump site before? You
can never feel at home in that kind of
place.
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I'm very sensitive to the toilets, I like to use
clean toilets for my business. I've been to a
place where I was seriously pressed, it
looked like the “stuff” was going to drop
any second but as soon as I saw the toilet,
the pressure just zzled out and I received
wings to y out of there quickly!
More about the bathroom and toilet; I nd
that I get lots of inspiration while I am in
those two places; Inspiration to write, to
sing, to worship. It's where I have my most
personal time.
Although right now, I get distracted most
times except my baby is asleep or
someone is with her, I like to linger in the
toilet. When I was much younger I used to
read there a lot, I still do. What can help
such inspiration ow is the cleanliness of the
place.
If it's in a dirty or smelly state, worship or
inspiration will be the last thing on your
mind.
Have you been to a bathroom where you
rush to take your bath as if you are being
chased by a masquerade? A neat, orderly
and sweet smelling house give off an
ambience of peace. It’s just so welcoming!
Such a place that beckons to you and says
"come and rest! ", when you are tired. I
went to the house of a friend and I was
humbled!
Everything was in place and so orderly! Her
house wasn't as big as mine but she utilized
her space well and it looked awesome! I
repented and I'm still progressively
repenting.
Personally, I nd that with arranging things,
temperaments also come into play. Some
people are better at keeping things in their
place than others because they pay
attention to details e.g. the melancholic
person.
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However, I've also found that it's a skill
everyone can learn, irrespective of
temperaments. it'll only take a little working
at it and paying more attention to details
but it's very attainable. I'm still learning and
looking for ways to improve on this.
Let me give honor to whom honor is due.
My dad was and is Mr Arranger lol. He is so
detailed that when he places something in
a place and it gets touched he'll know no
matter how careful you are in putting it
back! Some of us are like this.
You know what? One of the reasons why
my friend’s smaller space left me humble is
because I believe that even in the house
God gives to you to make into a home you
have to be faithful. Now what I mean is,
how faithful are you with the space you
have?
You can't effectively take care of a twobedroom at, yet you’re looking for a
duplex. I think it's important to be faithful
with the space God gives you rst, then you
can trust him for more.
Hence, let me share tips about caring for
my most special place in the house (THE
TOILET&BATHROOM)
First, I’d like to say that I keep looking for
ways as God grants me grace to improve
this part of my house, it's still a work in
progress. I get inspired when I go out and
see nice bathrooms and toilets too. I even
have a plan to do some interior decor this
year.
Wash and clean the tiles (I use hypo for this
and a good detergent)

You can have another air freshener (the
one they spray for emergency purposes!)
have a hand wash by the sink.
Have a toilet roll in there and make it
accessible.
Don't make the toilet and bathroom space
congested, ventilation is very important.
In case of insects, use an insecticide and
also try to locate and seal their entry points
(insects in the toilet can be very annoying. I
once struggled with this and it was so
vexing till I got a solution.)
Ensure that the ground is always dry (a wet
oor can be quite irritating and messy)
having a general bathroom slippers and
rug in front of this place will be very nice
Ensure that there's always water supply.

Ensure that toilet seat and bowl are
always clean (harpic does it for me)

Flush well and keep the toilet water clean
and clear (I personally hate seeing dirty
water or particles in there.

Have a nice air freshener that stays in
there (change it when need be).
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When you enter and you see the water is
clean and clear, the feeling it leaves you
with is "hallelujah! God is good!)
Let me just add a few things before we
continue. I realize that we have wonderful
ladies about to wed. Here is an
encouragement, your home isn't about
how big the space is.
It's about what you do with it. Whether you
are starting small or big, what matters is
what you create in your space. Don't
despise the days of little beginnings. You're
rising by the force of the blessing. Instead of
feeling down or low that you didn't get
what you desired, make what you have
into your desire.
Sometimes, your house is not set or a visitor
just bumps in on you before you could put
things in place. What do you then do? This
can be a very embarrassing situation.
I faced something like this on Monday. It
had been a busy week and we had to
embark on a journey. In our hurry to catch
our train, we left the sitting room scattered
and returned just in time for church on
Sunday, there was no time or strength to x
anything, as I had to also go to the market
and attack a huge pile of laundry.
I had just nished a bowl of pap and milk
when my dear sister and friend knocked.
She was in the area and decided with her
family to drop by. I had mixed feelings but
was mostly embarrassed. I just ran to grab
something to wear.
I felt upset initially that I didn't get any
heads up but I enjoyed the visit. When I
looked past the initial shock and all, I found
that I enjoyed my visit with her, impromptu
as it was.
I'll just share a scripture and a story I
stumbled on online and liked, and that'll
usher us into our very next point.
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Hebrews 13:2
Don’t forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for some who have done this
have entertained angels without realizing
it!
“She dropped by unannounced, and I
couldn’t help cringing somewhat, ever-soslightly mortied. You see, she was an
author, something of a celebrity, and now
a personal friend. So, of course,
I was thrilled to see her, but was also deeply
concerned about the impression we were
making. Suddenly self-conscious of the
layer of dust on the piano and the
ridiculous pile of dirty socks by the front
door.
I faintly whispered to my husband, “Oh,
what must she be thinking??”
And his helpful response, “That we live
here.” (Thank you, Dear).
But we soon lost ourselves in conversation
and enjoyed a lovely time of catching up
on each other’s lives. Ignoring the young
boys rollerblading through the entryway
and the teens crooning love songs while
cleaning up the lunch dishes.
Our own happy kind of chaos. The hour
passed quickly and our glamorous friend
got up to go. Before leaving, however, she
turned to say something. Then stopped.
Clearly something was on her mind.
“I don’t know quite how to say this….,” she
began. Oh dear. Here it comes. “But you
know what I’ve noticed whenever I’m in
your home?”
The dust? The heap of shoes on the porch?
An impressive amount of loud noise? Some
of my silent guesses.
“It’s the peace that I nd here.”
Hubby gave me a slight nudge. Well. What
d’ya know. Where I saw mess and
mayhem, she saw joy and contentment. A
peaceful home.”
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Still on hospitality as it relates to those
within; being hospitable also implies giving,
being generous! Yes, within the family,
there's a lot of opportunities to give or be
generous it just takes a little more of being
thoughtful.

HOSPITALITY
Proverbs 18:24a
A man that hath friends must shew
himself friendly
I see it as saying 'You can't give what you
don't have, you can only give what you
have". To me, Hospitality speaks of being
friendly, welcoming, generous,
accommodating! It's very important as a
woman to be hospitable.
I like to see it as being kind in many ways
than one. Hospitality in my own "dictionary"
doesn't relate to just guests alone but starts
rst with those within the house. Have you
ever met an unaccommodating person
before? I'm sure they didn't seem comely.
Being Hospitable is very attractive and
beautiful. I spoke of hospitality as being
accommodating, let's relate it to the home
and family members. Some people
become a "touch not! " "speak not! " kinda
person because they don't want to
accommodate others.
If you must live peacefully with others,
husband and children, it's important to be
able to accommodate. Interestingly! We
speak of hospitality but it's so connected to
love! It's more like we are just using
different words or expressions to describe
love. Let's look at this scripture;
1 Corinthians 13 :5
"It does not demand its own way. IT IS
NOT IRRITABLE, and it keeps no record of
being wronged.
Meaning Love is accommodating

It may mean you giving your time
especially when it's most inconvenient,
giving your attention even with the tons of
things you have to do, giving a shoulder to
lean on, giving a kind word, doing a service
maybe one that isn't even your thing,
cooking a special treat (even if it's the food
you love least) and so on. Lest I forget hugs,
this should be given lavishly till you become
"Da Hugger".
One hug is worth at least a 100 words! I tell
you! I wasn't brought up with hugs. I can't
remember getting any hug from my
parents except on my wedding day during
the procedures and trust me it was
awkward.
I call it something like a hug, but that's not
an excuse. It’s a culture I want in my house,
I love being hugged lovingly, I also have to
be a giver of loving hugs. I won't say I'm
there yet, but I’m getting better at it.
We should always strive towards this kind of
kindness rst within the house. The more
you stretch yourself the better you nd that
you're becoming. Hallelujah!
Then, as it relates to visitors, let me ask!
What is the rst thing you should give to a
person visiting your home?
The very rst thing to offer your guest is a
warm smile. Words aren't the only ways of
communicating. Your smile
communicates too. There are different
types of smiles; a warm smile, a sad smile, a
mocking smile, an evil smile etc.
My point is that your smile and body
language says what your words don't.
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While I was much younger I learnt from
visiting other people's homes that the next
thing should be a comfortable seat and
water.
Please note: These are just basics. Nothing
is cast in stone so long as you're
welcoming. A pastor I know once said that
you should always offer your guest water
rst. Guess his scriptural reference?
Mark 9:41
For whosoever shall give you a cup of
water to drink in my name, because ye
belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he
shall not lose his reward.
So it's important to make our guest feel
comfortable. You can offer food, snacks,
drinks but it goes beyond that. Let’s look at
another scripture;
Luke 7:37-48
And he turned to the woman, and said
unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I
entered into thine house, thou gavest me
no water for my feet: but she hath
washed my feet with tears, and wiped
them with the hairs of her head.Thou
gavest me no kiss: but this woman since
the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss
my feet. My head with oil thou didst not
anoint: but this woman hath anointed my
feet with ointment.Wherefore I say unto
thee, her sins, which are many, are
forgiven; for she loved much: but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth
little.
These people were really hostile. No
hospitality at all, and they were now
criticizing someone who gave her all.
People go around with all sorts of burdens
and weights.
Sometimes you're upset your neighbour
hasn't been answering your greetings well,
but you have no idea what that person is
passing through. Since you can't read on
the heads of people what their problems or
needs are,
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You can't know unless they let you in on it or
the Holy Spirit reveals it to you. They are
smiling and playing but cringing inside. Our
homes must be accommodating, more
like an hospital where people don't leave
the same way they've come.
I like Mr Wernas caption "HOUSE OF
SUCCOUR”.Our homes must provide
succour and comfort for everyone who
come in. It must be said of us that “when I
get to her house I know I'll be ne”.
It’s not by mouth, it takes a conscious
decision and consistent working at. We
need to determine that everyone who
comes into our space by intention or
mistake must leave there better than they
came. They must be blessed.
Hospitality is about generosity and giving.
We must be ready to give. Giving expresses
love. I heard a testimony of Bishop David
Abioye’s wife. It was said about her that
she's such a mother, everyone who comes
into her space always leaves with a
blessing.
Even if it's at the ofce you come to visit her
you'll always leave with something. A
physical gift! Asides from the love pouring
forth from her. I think that’s just so comely!
Evangelist Jonathan Shuttlesworth said
and I quote "everyone has a seed!" Blessed
words! Sometimes the issue there is most
people are think they don't have much to
give. The answer is above! You actually do
have a seed!
Every time someone comes visiting it
should be seen as an opportunity to be a
blessing, to give something, to make
impact.
When I was a child, we used to expect
visitors for what goodies they are bringing.
Thank God I have grown and I'm done with
such foolishness. Now, the thoughts should
always be about how to be a blessing. We
are blessed women!
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You might not have as much as you desire
but you have more than you think. There's
a law in scripture, a very important one.

We must make a decision that nobody will
come into our house and ever leave there
the same way.

Acts 20:35
I have shewed you all things, how that so
labouring ye ought to support the weak,
and to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he said, IT IS MORE BLESSED TO
GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE.

We carry God in us, the blessing of God is
upon us and it has to ow forth! Sometimes
it's just a shoulder that's needed or a
listening ear. All of these things don't come
cheap on us, it means moving out of your
comfort zone, but it's a seed and much
more a blessing!

So, the real blessing is in giving.
Hallelujah. Sometimes it is food. The visitor
is trying to hide it, but hunger is dealing with
the person. Offering food might just seem
too forward to you, but it can mean a lot to
the person.

Proverbs 11:24
There is that scattereth, and yet
increaseth; and there is that withholdeth
more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty.
A blessed person always thinks to be a
blessing! The blessing can't be hoarded. It's
rst about mind-set.
Have you met these wonderful elderly
women that when you visit them, they start
looking for things to give to you? They can
even give you their poultry, and if you visit
them at a time when they don't have
much, they'll baptize you with so much
prayers!
They'll pray from the depths of their heart
for you. That's just so beautiful! Sometimes
our guest’s need might be
encouragement, kind words, it can even
be food, but our homes should be solution
centre.

It's so sweet to be a blessing! It's so sweet
when because of your heart of service and
obedience to God, someone judges God
faithful. This is our reality! We are blessed
women.
I want to leave us with a food for thought
and a scripture. What if Jesus were to
come pay us a visit physically, how will we
receive him?
Hebrews 13:2
Don’t forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for some who have done this
have entertained angels without realizing
it!

DOING THINGS

AS A FAMILY
It's very important to have times when you
as a family do things together.
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Yes, we know that in our country, the
economic conditions have people
constantly on the go.
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However, family shouldn't be
compromised on the altar of these things.
In my husband's words, you need to "make
memories together " in that house.

Growing up, one of the major times I felt at
home, were the days everyone gathered
without tension and did things together,
we gisting and making banters.

Generally, one of the components of a
home is the good and sweet memories.
I've read books and seen movies where a
family got a bigger house but were
reluctant to move from their old space,
because although small, it was precious to
them especially because of the memories
they shared there.

Unfortunately, now, there are distractions
of all sorts in our homes and lives.
Sometimes you need to turn off your data
and get off social media to maximize time
with your family. There are times the TV
needs to go off and stay off, these things
are times stealers.

You should look for opportunities to create
fun and memories. It only takes some
creativity; one can also check online for
ideas. I do want to say, it doesn't have to
be a special occasion even though it can
be that too.
In daily activities, there are things one can
make a family thing, it helps the
atmosphere of the home and knits the
hearts of the occupants together. A very
vital component of doing things together
as a family is fellowshipping together as a
family.
It's super important. I must confess we need
to revive this in my house. My family used to
have Bible study every Saturday evening, it
started on a whim, but when we saw how
much presence and revelation God was
delivering to us in our little parlour, we
continued until recently when my husband
got so busy, it gradually reduced it till we
stopped.
Lord have mercy on us. We are starting
again! Fellowshipping together is actually
a great way to bond. Till date, I feel more
heads over heels in love with my husband
when we pray together.
Couples praying together and family
praying together is a serious love booster,
there's just a way it helps you lock up ranks
and it fosters understanding too!
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At times when the TV subscription expires I
intentionally don’t renew it until my
husband asks, he likes to see the news and
nickoledeon channel. I saw once on TV, a
family having Friday's as FAMILY GAME
NIGHT, that could be an idea for someone.
In fact, recently my husband started
talking about us getting board games and
I was like “okay?” I'm not really a games
person but I'm willing to try. It'll be great us
spending time together.
I have different ideas including having a
family movie night, getting a very
interesting movie, popcorn and drinks,
giving the parlor a cinema ambience and
watching together.
You can also have cook days; mummy
shouldn't have to do the cooking always.
Sometimes the “232” responsibility (hubby
and I stayed in an hotel for a month last
year, the restaurant number on intercom
was 232, it became a joke between us.
I should fall on another family member. You
can also have family cook outs. You can
have family projects like outreaches and
visits to the orphanage.
You can have a family book for each
month, everyone reads and then you
meet on an agreed date to review and ask
questions. Part of spending time together
might be having a forum as a family where
you discuss issues and everyone airs their
views.
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About having babies and toddlers and still
keeping your house orderly, I believe it's
important to keep the home clean, but it's
more important to care for children and let
them play and explore.
If one gets too afraid of creating a mess,
you'll end up too paranoid and your
children won't be able to explore
themselves. Seriously, some people are
obsessively neat! It spoils the fun of growing
up. In my opinion, the mess is part of the
fun.
In fact, mummies should encourage it
sometimes but, teach them according to
their age to also take responsibility for the
mess they created. It's usually harder when
they are still so little but, it gets better as
they grow.
I heard this once, "when your child grows,
they won't remember that the house was
always clean, they'll only remember the
time you spent with them”.

HOMEMADE MEALS
The kitchen department is a very important
department in a home. Interestingly, some
people associate being at home to the
delicious delicacies mama's kitchen
churns out, especially the male folk.
This department is tagged “DA ENGINE
ROOM” by some. I nd this part about the
Proverbs 31 woman very interesting;
Proverbs 31:14
She is like the merchants' ships; she
bringeth her food from afar.
Please hold the thought, we'll be back to
this scripture. Meal time is one of the most
interesting times in real homes. In fact, I
have an imagery in my mind of how meal
time in my family will look like, it should be a
very special time.
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Before we go to other things, let's talk
about what makes a great meal. What are
the rst two most important ingredients for
making a super duper meal?
Joy or Happiness and love are the key
ingredients for a great meal. When you're
not in the right frame of mind, plenty things
can go wrong with that food. Can I get a
witness?
I remember the day I burnt two foods back
to back, I just switched off the gas, closed
the kitchen and went to do something fun.
I knew if I pushed it, the third one would
follow. When I came back to it, things had
looked up considerably.
The love part makes the sacrice easier
and you can make healthy choices on the
platform of love. I'm no expert in this
department, but I'm learning and eager to
learn more.
I think it's important to be creative when it
comes to cooking. In Nigeria they say we
don't have many options of food to
choose from, but I think that doent ring
true. God has blessed us with many
resources to nourish our systems with. Why
limit yourself?
It doesn't have to be your native or tribal
delicacies alone. I always look for
opportunities to learn more, even to get
better at the ones I know, I sometimes try to
check the methodology of others to learn
something new.
You’d be surprised at the different other
ways people cook the same meals you
know and cook. You can even try
intercontinental meals too. We have the
internet there and so many resources
available to help cook any meal in the
world!
I don't know if such still happens but I've
heard it being said that some ladies don't
know how to cook.
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It's rst about interest. Once you develop
interest, you can ride on the strength of
that.
Sometimes I even raise a challenge. One
day, I asked my husband what soup he
wanted to see on his table. He said Afang
soup.
Please note I've never eaten such before. I
took up the challenge and went online,
I made it, but along the line, a mistake
while preparing it made it a little twisted
but still tasty. So I named the soup
"Something like Afang soup". It became a
joke in our home till date.
However, I've had several successful
attempts and I'm still in the business of
trying out new things. We live in an age
where everything is fast, even down to our
food.
People are no longer patient or mindful of
eating good and healthy food, we have all
manner of fast foods as alternative.
However, even that isn't good enough
You know, after giving birth to my baby, I
was so neck deep in motherhood
responsibilities that I wasn't paying so much
attention to what my family was eating
again.
My husband is super understanding. I
became a quickie person always looking
for the fastest available option, until the
Holy Spirit drew my attention to it and I had
to make adjustments. I had to start taking
dressing.
This scripture Proverbs 31:14 &15 pretty
much sealed it for me. It made realize that I
have to be strategic and intentional about
what my family is eating.

I have always had this dream that my
children will love good food and care
nothing about junks, I realized that if it will
come to fruition it has to start with me.
What I do is every month is to look for ways
to improve our meals, what new thing to
bring in. Recently, I decided to start
making fruit juice and smoothies for my
family and my husband was delighted!
Sometimes, it's not about totally
eliminating some things from your diet but
you could substitute and try a healthy
option. For instance, substituting Fizzy drinks
like coke and the rest with fresh and natural
juice and smoothies.
On home-made meals, there's so much to
say but for time, thankfully, we have so
many resources online. I'll advice that go
online and get inspired. I always get
inspired by ‘so you think you can cook on
facebook, dooneys kitchen, aunty
Jemimah and knorr pages.
In conclusion, God wants to do so much
through us and our homes. Notice that
many very sound people are a product of
a wonderful home, not house.
Beyond the house, the home has the
capacity to shape people and make them
full of good values.
Seeing that we've received such a high
calling, it's important that we are faithful in
it. It is not easy, it is serious work and
sacrice but the Holy Spirit is there to help
us.
Will we get it right at once? No. Will we
make mistakes? Yes. Does the mistake (s)
mean we've failed? Big No. It's a
progressive thing, we keep working and
keep getting better at it.
Like Aunty Mimi will say we'll keep "taking
dressing". The Lord is our strength.
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It's also essential that we take stock of our
lives from time to time to see what and
what we are doing well and areas of
improvement.

Proverbs 31:10-31
Who can nd a virtuous woman? for her
price is far above rubies.
The heart of her husband doth safely trust
in her, so that he shall have no need of
spoil.
She will do him good and not evil all the
days of her life.
She seeketh wool, and ax, and worketh
willingly with her hands.
She is like the merchants' ships; she
bringeth her food from afar.
She riseth also while it is yet night, and
giveth meat to her household, and a
portion to her maidens.
She considereth a eld, and buyeth it:
with the fruit of her hands she planteth a
vineyard.
She girdeth her loins with strength, and
strengtheneth her arms.
She perceiveth that her merchandise is
good: her candle goeth not out by night.
She layeth her hands to the spindle, and
her hands hold the distaff.
She stretcheth out her hand to the poor;
yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the
needy.
She is not afraid of the snow for her
household: for all her household are
clothed with scarlet.
She maketh herself coverings of tapestry;
her clothing is silk and purple.
Her husband is known in the gates, when
he sitteth among the elders of the land.
She maketh ne linen, and selleth it; and
delivereth girdles unto the merchant.
Strength and honour are her clothing;
and she shall rejoice in time to come.
She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and
in her tongue is the law of kindness.
She looketh well to the ways of her
household, and eateth not the bread of
idleness.
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Her children arise up, and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her.
Many daughters have done virtuously,
but thou excellest them all.
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain:
but a woman that feareth the LORD, she
shall be praised.
Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let
her own works praise her in the gates.
I pray that our homes are blessed and built
according to God's pattern. The Holy Spirit
nds expression in and through us. The joy
and love of God are a constant in our
home and strife has no place there.
Our homes are a place of peace and rest.
No one who comes into our space leaves
the same way, they leave blessed, edied
and with solutions. We are strong and full of
God's wisdom to make a Godly home.
We receive Grace for such a high calling
and we walk in it. God is gloried in our lives
and homes! Amen. Thank you Jesus.

BIBLE TEASER
1. Saul was on the way to
which city when he got
converted?
2. Which street did Jesus
instruct Saul to go to and wait?
3. Which disciple did Jesus
appear to in a vision with
instructions to go pray for Saul
and get him baptised in the
Holy Spirit?
4. Who replaced Judas Iscariot
as the twelfth disciple ?
5. Who was the rst disciple to
be martyred?
6. How many days did Jesus
spend on earth between His
Resurrection and Ascension?
7. Which of Jesus’ parable is
called the parable of
parables?
8. What’s the central theme of
the parable of the prodigal?

TIRED OF LIFE AS IT IS?
Are you tired of the way your life has been? Tired of failing? Tired of
feeling empty and depressed? Of trying so hard to ll that void inside
you that you can't explain?
You've tried so hard to be happy, done things friends, books and
movies suggested. Yet nothing has worked. In fact, when you're alone
you feel worse than ever. What you need is a personal relationship with
God. It's time to stop trying to live and receive the life God freely gives.
Many years ago, Jesus, God's son, came to this earth as a man. He
lived and then died a very horrible death on the cross. Not because He
was a bad man or because He had sinned but because all of humanity
had sinned and been cut off from a relationship with God. So His death
was the price for our sins. His shed blood was more than enough
payment for every human that has and will exist. After 3 days in hell, He
rose back to life and is now seated at the right hand of God
All you have to do is to believe this. Believe that Jesus lived, died for you
and was raised to eternal life. Then ask Him to be your Lord. (Romans
10:9-10)
Immediately you do this, nothing might seem to change on the outside
but everything would have changed on the inside and you'll begin to
see the effects in every area of your life. That void you've had for so
many years will be lled with joy and you'll become a child of God, a
member of God's family. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
If you've just done this, we'll like to celebrate with you and guide you
through the next steps. Please contact us by sending an email to
fars.faraboverubies@gmail.com or a Whatsapp message to
08030923421

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
If you've been blessed in any way by this journal, we would
love to hear from you. Please send an email to us on
fars.faraboverubies@gmail.com or a Whatsapp message to
08030923421
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BE A PART OF THIS VISION.
If you'll like to partner with Far Above Rubies to spread the
truth of God's word to women all around the world, do
contact us. You can be a sponsor of these journals, you can
give towards outreaches to campuses, women conferences
etc.
Just send an email to us on fars.faraboverubies@gmail.com or
a Whatsapp message to 08030923421

