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1. How many women were mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus?
2. List them.
3. Who said this, to whom and on what occasion? “Where you go, I will go.
Your people will be my people and your God will be my God”
4. What was the ﬁrst miracle Jesus performed?
5. What is the one new testament commandment Jesus gave the church?
6. Which one commandment fulﬁls all the ten commandments?
7. Who took the bishopric of Judas Iscariot?
8. How many books of the Bible did John, the beloved write?
9. What are as ﬁlthy rags to God?
10. What does 2 Corinthians 5:21 say?

?
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?
Answers should be emailed to
dorcas@farsministry.org with
'FAR s Journal Bible Teaser’
as the subject.

?

Names of top 10 winners wi
be published in next edition.
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SUCCESSFUL WOMEN
CHALLENGES AND VICTORIES

Kathryn
Kuhlman
The couple had no children. Regarding her marriage, in a
1952 interview with the Denver Post, Kuhlman said, "He
charged—correctly—that I refused to live with him. And
I haven't seen him in eight years." She was divorced by
Burroughs Waltrip in 1948.

Overcoming A
Despite the shame of her failed marriage and divorce,
Kathryn Kuhlman rose up to become one of the
foremost evangelists in her day. She developed a close
relationship with the Holy Spirit and truly, He was her
senior partner.

Kathryn Kuhlman (May 9, 1907 – February 20, 1976) was
an American evangelist known for hosting healing
services.
Kathryn Johanna Kuhlman was born near Concordia,
Missouri, to German-American parents. After a spiritual
experience at age 14, several years later, she began
itinerant preaching, with her elder sister and brother-in
law, in Idaho. Later, she was ordained by the Evangelical
Church Alliance.

Chaenges
Kuhlman met Burroughs Waltrip, a Texas evangelist who
was eight years her senior. Shortly after his visit to
Denver, Waltrip divorced his wife, left his family and
moved to Mason City, Iowa, where he began a revival
center called Radio Chapel.
Kuhlman and her friend and pianist Helen Gulliford
came into town to help him raise funds for his ministry. It
was shortly after their arrival that the romance between
Burroughs and Kuhlman became publicly known.
Burroughs and Kuhlman decided to wed. While
discussing the matter with some friends, Kuhlman had
said that she could not "ﬁnd the will of God in the
matter."
These and other friends encouraged her not to go
through with the marriage, but Kuhlman justiﬁed it to
herself and others by believing that Waltrip's wife had
left him, not the other way around. On October 18, 1938,
she secretly married "Mister," as she liked to call Waltrip,
in Mason City. The wedding did not give her new peace
about their union, however.
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Kuhlman traveled extensively around the United States
and in many other countries holding "healing crusades"
between the 1940s and 1970s. She was one of the most
well-known healing ministers in the world.

Countless testimonies of salvation and healing occurred
as a result of her ministry and she stands as an icon of a
woman who stood up to overcome shame, persecution,
condemnation etc. to change her world for Jesus.

Kuhlman had a weekly TV program in the 1960s and
1970s called I Believe In Miracles that was aired
nationally. She also had a 30-minute nationwide radio
ministry of teaching from the Bible and frequently would
feature excerpts from her healing services (both music
and message). Her foundation was established in 1954,
and its Canadian branch in 1970.
By 1970 she moved to Los Angeles, conducting healing
services for thousands of people, and despite a huge
diﬀerence, was often compared to Aimee Semple
MacPherson.
She became well known for her gift of healing despite, as
she often noted, having no theological training. She
made guest appearances at Christian Broadcasting
Network (CBN) and on the network's ﬂagship program
"The 700 Club.”
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DORCAS OMODIEKE

God Is Your Source
You're no longer on the same level with God that every
other creature is on, you step into what is called Sonship,
you become a child of God.

God is the One from whom our life comes, our
Originator, the One to whom we need to be connected
to stay in existence, our production center. God is our
Source, He's the Creator of all things that exist. You did
not come from an ape or a monkey.

However, if you do not believe in the sacriﬁce of Jesus
and have not confessed Him as your Lord, you're not
born again. You have to believe in the sacriﬁce of Jesus
and confess Him as your Lord. Being born in a church
isn't the same as being born again. Attending church
services isn't the same as being born again.

God created the heavens, the earth, He even created
hell. He created all the angels, all the demons (not as
demons though. They were originally created as angels
but then they rebelled against God and were cast out of
heaven with a corrupt nature). He created every human
being that exists. He created the mountains, the oceans.
He created crude oil, gold, silver, diamonds and every
precious stone.

Being a FARs lady doesn't translate into automatic bornagain status. Neither does being a good girl. Morality
doesn't translate into salvation. You have to believe in
the sacriﬁce of Jesus… it's all about Jesus... and confess
Him as your Lord. Romans 10:9-10. When you do, it
means God is now your Father, your Daddy, 'Abba' in
Greek.

God is the Source of all things, but guess what…? When
you hear the gospel (the good news of God's love for
you that made Him send Jesus to die for your sins), you
believe it and you confess Jesus to be your Lord, you
step into a whole new level.

The word Abba is made up of two Greek alphabets:
α - Alpha - The name of the ﬁrst letter of the Greek alphabet (Α, α), followed by beta. In the Latin alphabet it is
the predecessor to A.
β – Beta - Designates the second in an order of precedence
Alpha means ﬁrst or source or origin or predecessor, The One that starts something, Beta means next, what
follows, the continuance. It shows that the ﬁrst isn't the end but there's a continuity.

So, we can boldly say that our Abba, our Daddy is our
Source and Sustainer. He's the One who Sources us but
He doesn't abandon us afterwards. He then sustains us
and carries us through to the very end. God is
responsible for sustaining you, you're not responsible
for yourself.
Pastor Segun Obadje, once gave the diﬀerence between
Fathers and Impregnators.

Not everyone who impregnates a lady is a Father. They
just drop their seeds and vanish. But a Father is one who
nurtures, who feeds, who cares, who provides, who
creates the right environment for growth, this is a Father.
God is our Father. He's responsible for our well-being
and He's more than willing to care for us

6

Financial Stewardship

“Do you know of any parent who would give his hungry child, who asked for food, a plate of rocks instead? Or
when asked for a piece of ﬁsh, what parent would oﬀer his child a snake instead? If you, imperfect as you are,
know how to lovingly take care of your children and give them what's best, how much more ready is your
heavenly Father to give wonderful gifts to those who ask him?” Matthew 7:9-11 TPT

The Ram in The Thicket

He could have decided to try to negotiate with God but
he didn't say a single word. Early the next morning he
rose up, took Isaac, 2 servants and they set out.
To show this wasn't the ﬁrst time they had gone to
sacriﬁce to Jehovah together, Isaac asked a question.
“Dad, these are the sticks, this is the ﬁre, but where is the
animal?”
See Abraham's response
Isaac turned to Abraham and said, “Father?” “Yes,
my son?” Abraham replied. “We have the ﬁre and the
wood,” the boy said, “but where is the sheep for the
burnt oﬀering?” “God will provide a sheep for the
burnt oﬀering, my son,” Abraham answered. And
they both walked on together. Genesis 22:7-8 NLT
I see faith in this response. I see an understanding of
God's nature. Abraham knew that God is a good God. He
was fully committed to obeying God knowing that God
is good. I'm sure he must have resolved that God will
raise Isaac back from the dead and provide another
animal.

In Genesis 22, the name Jehovah Jireh ﬁrst appeared in
the Bible. Now let's walk through that story together.
After decades of Abraham and Sarah waiting for a child,
Isaac ﬁnally comes. Of course, his parents dote on him.

Afterall, he had seen God raise up his dead body and the
dead womb of his wife who had gone beyond
menopause to 'menostop'.

Then one day, Abraham sleeps and the Lord appears to
him in a vision of the night. This time the Lord isn't
making promises or painting pictures of the future or
cutting a covenant. He's come with a demand!

God had also told him speciﬁcally that through Isaac, his
posterity will be established and he knew God didn't
have the ability to lie. So, I'm sure he was fully prepared
to see a miracle of resurrection. He had no fear. He
trusted absolutely in God's goodness and in God's
integrity.

A heart shattering, sobering demand, He wants this son
that the whole family has waited for, this long promised
and ﬁnally arrived beloved son.... Not that they should
take him to the temple like Hannah did to Samuel. Not
that they should re-circumcise him (because they
already had), He wanted him slaughtered like a lamb, an
altar will be prepared and the boy's throat will be slit.

Let's see what happened next
“When they arrived at the place where God had told
him to go, Abraham built an altar and arranged the
wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him
on the altar on top of the wood. And Abraham
picked up the knife to kill his son as a sacriﬁce.”
Genesis 22:9-10 NLT

But guess what...? Abraham didn't argue. He didn't ask a
single question. His instruction was very speciﬁc so he
knew exactly who God was asking for. Now remember
that this is the same Abraham who had negotiated with
God for the evil cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Abraham meant business; I'm sure Isaac must have been
terriﬁed. Abraham must have been greatly moved but
his resolve didn't weaken. He was going to obey God
and see his son raised back to life.
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“On the mountain
of the Lord it wi
be provided.”
Genesis 22:13 - 14
(NLT)

Yet the Father, looked past the pain of the moment into
the future when His Son will be raised back to life, but
not alone. Raised back to life with you and I now as legit
children of God.

Let me quickly insert this. Abraham acted like God here.
Imagine how God felt when Jesus was on the cross.
Remember it was God who put Him on that cross.
Imagine how He felt when all the curse, sin, sickness and
poverty came on Jesus.

So, Abraham looked past the bewilderment of his son.
He looked past the deep hurt he could probably see in
his eyes. He looked into the future and saw his son raised
back to life...and the nation of Israel coming from his
loins.

Imagine how He felt when Jesus was whipped to the
point of disﬁgurement, when the crown of thorns was
placed on His head and He was ridiculed.

It was by faith that Abraham oﬀered Isaac as a sacriﬁce when God was testing him. Abraham, who had
received God's promises, was ready to sacriﬁce his only son, Isaac, even though God had told him, “Isaac is
the son through whom your descendants will be counted.” Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was
able to bring him back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.
Hebrews 11:17-19 NLT
“Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So, he took the ram and sacriﬁced
it as a burnt oﬀering in place of his son. Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means “the Lord
will provide”). To this day, people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the Lord it will be
provided.” Genesis 22:13-14 NLT
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When I caught this, my prayers changed, instead of just
praying for money to come, I began to pray to see. You
might be wondering if we are on the mountain of the
Lord.
''For you have not come to the mountain that may be
touched and that burned with ﬁre, and to blackness
and darkness and tempest, But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of
angels, to the general assembly and church of the
ﬁrstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the
blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than
that of Abel.'' Hebrews 12:18, 22-24 NKJV

Just in time though, before he could slit the boy's throat,
a voice came from heaven telling him to stop and then
Abraham looked up. Abraham knew that if his son
wasn't going to be sacriﬁced, there had to be another
sacriﬁce and then he saw the ram caught in the thicket.
Pause and take a second look at that scripture.
Abraham had been in that place for some minutes. He
had set up the altar, lit it, tied up his son, placed his son
on it... how come he didn't see the ram?
Now see this, the ram was already there before Abraham
arrived, the ram was already waiting for him on the
mountain of the Lord. Everything you need has already
been provided for on the mountain of the Lord. That's
what Yahweh Yireh or Jehovah Jireh means.

So, yes! You're on the mountain of the Lord, every
believer has come to mount Zion, that's where we all are
now.
Now to further establish that all we need has already
been provided.

A more literal and better translation reads "on the
mountain of the Lord, it shall be seen". Everything we
need is already there. The ram was there before
Abraham arrived. However, the challenge most
believers have is in the seeing.
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''Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ''. Ephesians
1:3 NKJV

Wisdom and Favour
After you've seen the provision, you need both the
wisdom of God and the favour of God to harness it. The
question is what do you have in your hands?

If you do a study on the blessing, you'll realize that
everyone who was blessed, prospered physically. The
blessing is seen in many things including material
things. You can check out Deut. 28:1-14 also.

Too many times were looking for what we don't have
and that's what discourages us from starting. God never
leaves a man without a seed, there's always something
you can do with what you have.

''Everything we could ever need for life and godliness
has already been deposited in us by his divine power.
For all this was lavished upon us through the rich
experience of knowing him who has called us by
name and invited us to come to him through a
glorious manifestation of his goodness.'' 2 Peter 1:3
TPT

You have a good command of the English Language?
Package yourself and start freelance editing, or you can
tutor people... so many opportunities. Once your eyes
are open, you'll be amazed at what you begin to see.
Now, you've prayed to God. Your eyes are open to a
particular opportunity. You step out and then you
immediately experience challenges upon challenges or
it starts oﬀ well and then you hit challenges.

The truth is you're not without! All you'll ever need has
already been provided, all you need to do is to see, and it
is God who reveals. He's the One who opens our eyes to
see the ram caught in the thicket.

Then you begin to wonder if you missed it, if God
actually led you. The fact that God led you doesn't mean
you'll have it all smooth and easy. It doesn't mean that all
your desires will fall into your laps like ripe mangoes oﬀ a
mango tree.

Kenneth E. Hagin shared a testimony in his book 'How to
be led by the Spirit' of a business man who would never
accept or reject a deal without taking his time to pray
and be led. No matter how juicy the deal or how dry it
appeared, he listened to and obeyed the inner witness
and he became a billionaire.
You see the ram for you might be caught in a particular
business idea or in a particular organization. Money isn't
going to fall from heaven. Yes, people do receive money
supernaturally but remember that manna lasted only
when the children of Israel were in the wilderness. When
they entered the promised land, manna ceased and they
had to work.
The diﬀerence however was that they didn't work like
the heathen. They worked like those who were blessed
and what they got was amazingly above the energy they
put in.
This is how the blessing works. It has been commanded
to rest on the works of your hands, so, your hands have
to be working.
We are not hustlers. To hustle (in Nigerian lingo) means
to do anything and everything for money. No! No! That's
not what we do. Our eyes are opened to see the ram and
we go deliberately into the thicket, free the ram's horns
and take what the Lord has put in there for us.
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Let's take a look at Joseph, from his youth, the Lord had
told him the future through several dreams, but did he
just wake up one morning and ﬁnd his brothers bowing
to him? No! He went through a process. He was pruned,
he was tried, his character was built and even when it
was time to get the fulﬁllment, two key things were
necessary for him to lay hold on it. Favour and wisdom.
Two thing that come only come from God

So, dear sisters, even as you ask to open your eyes to see
what to do to generate wealth, also receive favor and
wisdom from God that'll make you stand out from
everyone else and grant u access into exclusive places.
\
'This I know: the favor that brings promotion and
power doesn't come from anywhere on earth, for no
one exalts a person but God, the true judge of all. He
alone determines where favor rests. He anoints one
for greatness and brings another down to his knees.''
Psalms 75:6-7 TPT.
If you're born again, you're qualiﬁed for both because
according to 1 Corinthians 1:30, Christ has been made
wisdom to you and according to Romans 5:2, our faith
in Jesus has brought us into God's unmerited favor.

Is there not a cause?
There's such an intense reaction anytime prosperity and
Christianity appear in the same paragraph, let alone
sentence. It immediately ignites an uproar. Battle lines
are drawn among Believers and a war begins.
History has shown that anytime there's intense strife in
the body of Christ, someone called the devil is behind
the scenes orchestrating it. I personally believe that he's
gone all out to convince believers that prosperity is not
meant for the church and that there's nobility in poverty.
Yes, there have been some hungry Pastors who have
resorted to gimmicks to get money from church
members and yes, there are some wolves in sheep's
clothing who have perverted this message and
exploited innocent people but when there's a fake it
simply means the authentic version exists.
God does want the church to prosper. He wants all men
saved but after they have been saved, He needs them to
take this message to as many people as possible. This
age isn't one for just door to door evangelism. Door to
door is still eﬀective and relevant but that really can't be
all we do. We need to think big. There are platforms that
will take this gospel to hundreds, thousands, millions of
people without you getting on a plane.

''And He rescued him from all his suﬀering, and gave
him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, and he made Joseph governor over Egypt
and over his entire household.'' ACTS 7:10 AMP

The age we're in is one of taking over sectors. It's one of
stepping into positions and exhibiting so much
excellence people ask you how and you point them to
the Lord. It is a time of solving mysteries no one else can,
like Daniel did, and to do this we need inﬂuence.

Who gave Joseph favor and wisdom? God did! And this
was the ﬁnal key to the delivery of what was promised.
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We need people in media, generating content that communicates the gospel to all age groups in movies, cartoons etc.
with creativity and excellence. We need music ministers generating excellent songs and videos that can compete with
the best videos in existence. The age of mediocrity has passed. People respond to excellence and excellence isn't cheap.
For this, we need resources. We need people in ICT inventing and creating technologies that'll harness the spread of the
gospel to millions. For this we need resources. Too many Christians are struggling, giving 100% of their time to make
barely enough income to feed their families. No time to even think of spreading the gospel in any way. This cannot be
God's best for us! How can you feed the hungry when you're hungry yourself? How can you house people when you're
struggling with your rent or don't even have a place to stay? How can you lend to nations???
The church needs to prosper not because we're greedy people but because we need great prosperity for the great
harvest of souls that has long been prophesied. Like David said, "Is there not a cause?”
There'll always be counterfeit people and counterfeit demonstrations of everything that God does but do not let the
counterfeit make you give up on the original. Rather, let it inspire to search until you ﬁnd the original.

P rosperity, a redemption right.
They feel teaching about prosperity is simply a trick by
Pastors to get believers to fatten their coﬀers.

There are diﬀerent schools of thought on prosperity
among Christians.

Another school of thought believe prosperity is the
major evidence of a real walk with God and anyone who
isn't obviously prosperous is a failure.

One school of thought is that poverty is pious and it's
wrong for believers especially Ministers of the gospel to
the rich.

So many schools of thoughts. Well, FARs Ministry
believes in the integrity of God's Word, God's Word
above all else. No matter what our mindsets have been,
no matter what our experiences have been, no matter
what we've been taught... we submit all to God's Word.
We believe in being Berean. Subjecting everything you
read or hear to a further study of God's Word to conﬁrm
if indeed it's the truth.

Another school of thought believes that prosperity is
entirely dependent on economic forces, hard work etc.
and shouldn't be talked about in churches .
Anyone who wants to be rich, should do business, follow
the rules and will be rich. They believe the church should
focus on other things but not talk about prosperity.
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We don't believe in the Minister above the Word. No
matter how famous the Minister. Or how anointed. What
he/she says has to align with the Word. No matter how
popular an opinion is on social media, if it doesn't line up
with the Word....out it goes!
So, having established that, let's dig into God's Word
To understand this prosperity versus poverty issue, let's
look at God's original plan. When God created humans,
what did he have in mind? Was its prosperity or poverty?
God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image,
make them reﬂecting our nature So they can be
responsible for the ﬁsh in the sea, the birds in the air, the
cattle, And, yes, Earth itself, and every animal that moves
on the face of Earth.” God created human beings; he
created them godlike, Reﬂecting God's nature. He created
them male and female. God blessed them: “Prosper!
Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! Be responsible for ﬁsh
in the sea and birds in the air, for every living thing that
moves on the face of Earth.”
Then God said, “I've given you every sort of seedbearing plant on Earth And every kind of fruitbearing tree, given them to you for food. To all
animals and all birds, everything that moves and
breathes, I give whatever grows out of the ground for
food.” And there it was.
Genesis 1:26-30 MSG

In the very beginning, we see God's original plan for
man. First the timing of man's creation is signiﬁcant.
God took His time to create every other thing man
would need ﬁrst. He created the earth, a home for man.
He created lights for man. He created animals, ﬁsh, birds
etc. for man.
Only then did He create man. All the resources man
would ever need were made available before He
brought man on the scene, and there was no room for
assumption. He made it clear that all of these was for
man and He made it clear too that they were for food,
man was to freely enjoy all of the earth's vast resources.
''Then God planted a garden in Eden, in the east. He
put the Man he had just made in it. God made all
kinds of trees grow from the ground, trees beautiful
to look at and good to eat. The Tree-of-Life was in the
middle of the garden, also the Tree-of-Knowledgeof-Good-and-Evil. A river ﬂows out of Eden to water
the garden and from there divides into four rivers.
The ﬁrst is named Pishon; it ﬂows through Havilah
where there is gold. The gold of this land is good. The
land is also known for a sweet-scented resin and the
onyx stone. The second river is named Gihon; it ﬂows
through the land of Cush. The third river is named
Hiddekel and ﬂows east of Assyria. The fourth river
is the Euphrates'' Genesis 2:8-14 MSG
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God planted a beautiful garden ﬁlled with all goodies and then put Adam and Eve in it. This garden had trees that were
good for food and beautiful to look at. Then this garden was surrounded by lands ﬁlled with wealth. Havilah that had
good gold. The other bordering land had sweet scented resin and onyx (a precious stone). Not only was Eden loaded
with goodies, the surrounding lands were loaded with all sorts of goodies too. Does this look like God had poverty and
lack in mind for humanity? Does this look like God's original plan was poverty? Deﬁnitely not!
So, where did poverty come from? What's the origin of poverty and lack?
He told the Man: “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree That I commanded you not to eat from,
'Don't eat from this tree,' The very ground is cursed because of you;getting food from the ground Will be as
painful as having babies is for your wife; you'll be working in pain all your life long. The ground will sprout
thorns and weeds, you'll get your food the hard way, Planting and tilling and harvesting, sweating in the
ﬁelds from dawn to dusk, Until you return to that ground yourself, dead and buried; you started out as dirt, you'll
end up dirt.” Genesis 3:17-19 MSG
It was a great fall indeed and it came with a curse. A curse
of going through pain to eat. Getting food, the hard way.
Working hard but getting very little returns. Things not
working out (thorns and thistles), investments failing,
working all day and having little to show for it.
All of this is CURSE! All, of this can also be summed up in
one word; POVERTY.

This is called the curse. Adam and Eve disobeyed God
by obeying the devil in the form of a serpent and man
fell from God's glory. Every other human came from
Adam and Eve so when they fell, so did all of humanity.
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In Deuteronomy 28, God had introduced the law to
Israel as a bridge between man and God. If man kept the
law, he would be blessed. If he broke the law, he would
be cursed.
Let's take a look at the curse
''The skies above will be as unyielding as bronze, and
the earth beneath will be as hard as iron. A foreign
nation you have never heard about will eat the crops
you worked so hard to grow. You will suﬀer under
constant oppression and harsh treatment. “You will
plant much but harvest little, for locusts will eat your
crops. You will plant vineyards and care for them, but
you will not drink the wine or eat the grapes, for
worms will destroy the vines. You will grow olive
trees throughout your land, but you will never use the
olive oil, for the fruit will drop before it ripens. They
will lend money to you, but you will not lend to them.
They will be the head, and you will be the tail! you
will serve your enemies whom the Lord will send
against you. You will be left hungry, thirsty, naked,
and lacking in everything. The Lord will put an iron
yoke on your neck, oppressing you harshly until he
has destroyed you. Its armies will devour your
livestock and crops, and you will be destroyed. They
will leave you no grain, new wine, olive oil, calves, or
lambs, and you will starve to death''
Deuteronomy 28:23, 33-33, 38-40, 44, 48-48, 51 NLT
Isn't this the deﬁnition of poverty? Can you see that this
is not God's plan but is a curse? God's plan for us is
prosperity. God's will for us is prosperity. God's desire
for us is prosperity. God delights when we prosper.
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Let them shout for joy and rejoice, who favor my
vindication and want what is right for me; Let them say
continually, “Let the Lord be magniﬁed, who delights
and takes pleasure in the prosperity of His servant.”
PSALMS 35:27 AMP
If God delights in the prosperity of His servants, do you
think He would have a diﬀerent perspective towards His
children prospering?
''Beloved, I pray that in every way you may succeed
and prosper and be in good health [physically], just
as [I know] your soul prospers [spiritually].'' 3 JOHN
1:2 AMP
God is concerned about your spirit, soul and body. Some
people have cheated themselves out of God's best by
believing and preaching that God is only concerned with
our spiritual prosperity but a deeper study debunks that
theory. God delights in our material, ﬁnancial
prosperity.
He is pleased when we live in abundance, when we lend
to people, when we have abundance to give to the poor,
when we have abundance to give to the gospel!

Let's establish this further with 2 more scriptures.
Now Abram was extremely rich in livestock and in silver
and in gold. GENESIS 13:2 AMP
Now it pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this
thing. God said to him, “Because you have asked this and
have not asked for yourself a long life nor for wealth, nor
for the lives of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to recognize justice, behold, I have done as
you asked. I have given you a wise and discerning heart
(mind), so that no one before you was your equal, nor
shall anyone equal to you arise after you. I have also
given you what you have not asked, both wealth and
honor, so that there will not be anyone equal to you
among the kings, for all your days.'' 1 KINGS 3:10-13
AMP
Why didn't God just give Solomon wisdom? Why did He
speciﬁcally include and mention wealth? Poverty is not
God's plan for His children. The sooner you believe this,
the easier it'll be for you to enjoy prosperity. The easier
it'll be for you to get angry at lack, command every sign
or symptom of the curse trying to rear its ugly head in
your life to get out, and take hold of the blessing!

Financial Stewardship

Blood Money
When sin entered the world, man fell. Sin had consequences. These consequences were the curse, sickness,
oppression, poverty, pain, the free reign of evil...and death.When Jesus came, He not only dealt with sin, He dealt
with ALL the consequences of sin. God is a Master Strategist. He carefully orchestrated the death of Jesus and
arranged all the events leading to it so that every single consequence of sin was taken care of and then death was
vanquished.
Instead, we continually speak of this wonderful wisdom that comes from God, hidden before now in a mystery. It is his
secret plan, destined before the ages, to bring us into glory. None of the rulers of this present world order
understood it, for if they had, they never would have cruciﬁed the Lord of shining glory.'' 1 Corinthians 2:7-8 TPT

God wasn't taken unawares by the fall of man. Before the
beginning, He already knew that making a being with
free will could lead to that free will being abused. He
knew that man will fall and He had a secret plan.

Why was a crown of thorns woven and placed on His
head? The earth had been cursed to produce thorns and
thistles. Jesus was carrying the curse upon Himself. He
was becoming cursed for us and further proof is seen in
the explanation of why He had to die on a cross.

This plan was revealed in bits and pieces through several
prophets from Moses to Isaiah to David etc. This plan
was hidden throughout the Old Testament and the devil
tried to but couldn't understand it. He ended up doing
things not knowing that he was playing into God's plans.
Jesus' death was well planned and very strategic.

Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from
the curse (doom) of the Law [and its condemnation]
by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it is written
[in the Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on
a tree (is cruciﬁed); [Deut. 21:23.]
Galatians 3:13 AMPC

He wasn't stoned to death. He wasn't stabbed with a
sword, He wasn't beheaded. God deliberately chose the
cross as the means of Jesus' death and every part of that
journey was strategic. He didn't have to be beaten but
He was beaten.

Did you see that? He became a curse for us. He took the
curse that was pronounced on the man who couldn't
obey every part of the law of Moses, upon Himself.
Remember that poverty is a very key part of the curse.

Why? For the healing of our bodies. Isaiah 53:5 and 1
Peter 2:24 reveal to us that it was those bloody stripes He
took that assures us that we're healed. Those were our
sicknesses and pains being put on Him.

On that cross Jesus became poor, Jesus had nothing,
even His clothes were stripped oﬀ Him and shared
among the soldiers and He was cruciﬁed stark naked.
Shamed and humiliated for you and I.

Scientists have classiﬁed all the diseases and sicknesses
that exist today and they fall into 39 categories. Jesus
was beaten 39 times. That was every sickness and pain
being laid on Him.

''You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that by his poverty he could make
you rich.'' 2 Corinthians 8:9 NLT

As He was beaten, His ﬂesh was stripped oﬀ Him like
aprons. His tissue, muscles and bones were visible
underneath. It was a gory sight indeed but one to rejoice
over because He went through all that pain so that you'll
enjoy health today.

Jesus was rich but He had to become poor for us. He had
to give up everything He had so that He could make us
rich. It was a beautiful exchange. He became cursed so
that we'll be blessed. He became sin so that we'll be
God's righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). He became
poor so that we'll be made rich.
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People have had issues with the scripture. They have
argued that Jesus wasn't rich. Let's take a look at Jesus'
life and see how true that claim is. What happened at the
wedding in Cana?

Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed
life by absorbing it completely into himself. Do you
remember the Scripture that says, "Cursed is
everyone who hangs on a tree"? That is what
happened when Jesus was nailed to the Cross: HE
BECAME A CURSE, and AT THE SAME TIME
DISSOLVED THE CURSE. Galatians 3:13 (MSG)

Jesus supplied the best wine ever. The economic value
of that wine would have been very high because it was
better than all that had been served and it was not in
little jars but large water jars.

The phrase "blood money" means money gotten
because of the sacriﬁce of a living thing. We know that
the life of the ﬂesh is in the blood. So, the shedding of
blood is the shedding of life. The blood of an animal
represents its life. Jesus' blood represented His life.

What happened when at least 5000 men were gathered
to hear Jesus? He fed them all and there were baskets of
left overs. What happened with the 4000 men? He fed
them all again and there were leftovers. This doesn't
sound like a poor man now does it?

“For the life of the ﬂesh is in the blood, and I have
given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your
souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the
soul.' Leviticus 17:11 NKJV

Jesus had 12 grown men following him. Most were the
bread winners of their homes and some had a wife and
kids (the Bible makes reference to Peter's mother in law).
Who do you think catered for the 12 disciples and their
families during the 3.5 years they followed Jesus?

We have established that the root cause of poverty is sin.
Now we know that the wages of sin is death. This means
that the penalty for sin is death, a life has to be given up.
If Mr. A sins, his life has to be forfeit. This manifests itself
in many ways from sickness to poverty to eventual
death.

Jesus Himself! Evidence? When they came to ask Peter
for the temple tax, what did he do? He went straight to
Jesus. This shows that Jesus was the one who paid the
bills.

However, if Mr. B would come up and say "I haven't
sinned. So, I volunteer to take the punishment for Mr. A.
Take my life instead of his and let him enjoy a rich and full
life".

Jesus was deﬁnitely not poor! Never was there a time
that Jesus had a need and it wasn't met, never was it
recorded that Jesus was stranded. He always had, He
always gave, He had so much that He had to appoint a
treasurer (Bro Judas Iscariot) who was so tempted by the
abundance in the purse that he regularly stole from it
and yet the ministry wasn't aﬀected.

So, it'll be. Mr. B. will be killed and in the realm of spirits,
good things will be commanded to happen to Mr. A as
though he never sinned, which will then manifest in the
physical. This is what Jesus did for us. He gave up His life
for us.

So, my dear sisters, Jesus wasn't poor! But on that day,
on that cross, He became poor. So poor He didn't have
access to a cup of water when He was thirsty. Why? For
you and I to be rich.
Prosperity is part of the redemption package!
It's clearly stated in scriptures. Know the truth and be
made free! Jesus wants you rich! He has paid the price
for you to be rich! His blood was shed for you to be
saved AND rich!
The real blood money isn't the one portrayed by Africa
Magic. It's the money that's been paid for by the blood
of Jesus; the wealth that is ours because of the sacriﬁce
of Jesus!
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The root cause of poverty is sin. When a person has sin,
things turn against the person. Spiritual forces begin to
work against the person but when a blood sacriﬁce
enters the picture, then the spiritual forces begin to work
for the person.
You see all the blessings the Israelites enjoyed, it was
because of the sacriﬁce of bulls and goats. No one could
be righteous until Jesus came on the scene so the blood
of animals suﬃced for them. It covered their sins and
brought the blessing on them.
We have something better – the blood of Jesus Christ,
the son of God was shed for us! We are irreversibly
blessed! The curse of poverty has been broken. The
consequences of sin have all been taken away. Now we
enjoy forgiveness of sins and immunity from all the
consequences of sin, including poverty, because of the
blood of Jesus.

Giving, Stewardship in Action
Everything we have, we received from God. So, God
expects us to be stewards of His resources. He gives to
us and He expects us to be open so He help other people
through us.
There are many people with needs on earth and God
wants to help them but testimonies of supernatural
money and resources appearing aren't going to happen
all the time. They aren't the norm.
The God-ordained norm is that believers come to know
their realities in Christ, lay hold of wealth and be a
channel through which other people still in need will be
helped. God, most times, uses man to help man.
You see those hungry children, widows and orphans?
God will use humans to help them and He wants to use
us. God's preferred method of solving problems on
earth is through humans. So many times, situations
remain unchanged until a human is willing to partner
with God.
One of the major reasons God has blessed us is so that
through us, other people will be helped. He told
Abraham, I'll bless you and you'll be a blessing. We are
beneﬁciaries of the blessing of Abraham.

Once your heart is set in this direction, once you renew
your mind and you have the right motive for wanting to
be rich; then you'll begin to see the wealth ﬂow into your
hands.

This means the wealth that has been earmarked for us is
not just for us to live comfortable lives but because God
expects us to be stewards. He expects us to be channels.

Everyone wants money. Some for the wrong reason,
some for the right reason. The Bible says in 2 Tim 1:7 that
the love of money is the root of evil.
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It didn't say that money itself is evil. Wanting money so
you can show oﬀ, prove a point, oppress people,
"pepper them" or even because of the fear of poverty
etc. is simply the love of money on display.

We're not to love money. We're to love God and love
men. We're to love people and use money. We're not to
love money and use people. Then money will come into
our hands. We'll have money but it won't have us, we'll
be able to use this money for the kingdom of God. We'll
be able to give with pure motives.

Those with this will never be satisﬁed. This is what leads
to people doing "anything and everything" for
money....and God calls this evil. It leads many to be
pierced with many sorrows.

Align your heart with God's. Love God, desire to do all
you can to establish His kingdom on earth. Love people,
desire to help them. Then you'll prosper the kingdom
way.

Who do we give to?
We study, we research, we check again and
again...so we can be established in the whole
truth.We respect all Ministers of the gospel, I'm
one too.

The Lord through tithes and oﬀerings
The poor
Our parents
Ministers of the Gospel (the Anointed)

However, we know that humans can make
errors, but the Word of God is infallible. Staying
with it is safety. Getting outside it is error. Some
ministers have taught extremes, not out of a
wicked heart, but they were just sincerely
wrong and because of that sincerity, God will
ﬁnd a way to get them back on track.

Giving to the Anointed
There have been a number of wrong teachings
and excesses in the area of giving to the
Anointed that the Holy Spirit would have us
correct looking at the Word. Remember the
Word is our authority.

Let's look at what the Word says, then we look
at some extreme teachings that are practiced
in the body of Christ today.

This has been a cause of lots of arguments in
the body of Christ and the truth is there have
been extreme teachings on it like there has
been on every biblical truth.
As Papa Hagin said, Christians always have a
tendency to enter either the left or right ditch
and seem to have diﬃculty staying in the
middle of the road. But when we stay with the
Word of God, making it our ﬁnal authority, we
won't be given to extremes.
The whole counsel of the Word will keep us
balanced.No matter what anyone says, we
believe the Word has preeminence and we
subject every doctrine to the Word test, like
the celebrated Berean Christians.
We don't do this with a cynical attitude but
with a studious attitude.
19

Financial Stewardship

The pastors who lead the church well should be paid
well. They should receive double honor for faithfully
preaching and teaching the revelation of the Word of
God. For the Scriptures have taught us: “Do not muzzle
an ox or forbid it to eat while it grinds the grain.” And also,
“The one who labors deserves his wages.” 1 Timothy 5:1718 TPT

It has to be from the heart, reﬂect in your words (how
you talk about that Minister, how you talk to that
Minister), reﬂect in your actions (how you obey
instructions given to you by that Minister, your body
language around him/her) and in your resources. Honor
is incomplete without giving....and the instruction says
Double honor

This is a clear, simple and direct instruction. Ministers of
the gospel are to be paid, and well. We're to support
them ﬁnancially and materially. Especially those who
faithfully preach and teach the Word. In fact, the
instruction is to give them double honor.

If you're in a local church (and every believer should),
you should give to your Pastors regularly. Giving should
be systematic, not emotional and unplanned (that way
you'll ﬁnd yourself feeling coerced after giving).

What is honor? Honor means to esteem, to value, to
greatly prize. Honor is ﬁrst in the heart, then is
manifested through your words, actions and your
giving. You cannot honor with only words. Neither is
honor done only with resources.

Plan your giving. Include it in your weekly or monthly or
quarterly budget and your Pastor should be in that
budget, no matter how little. Whether it's airtime, data,
foodstuﬀ, cash etc. Also, this extends to other Ministers
of the gospel that have been a blessing to you and have
taught you the Word.

That's the Lord's instruction.
For it is written in the law of Moses: You should never put a muzzle over the mouth of an ox while he is treading out the grain.
Tell me, is God only talking about oxen here? Doesn't he also give us this principle so that we won't withhold
support from his workers? It was written so that we would understand that the one spiritually “plowing” and spiritually
“treading out the grain” also labors with the expectation of enjoying the harvest. So, if we've sowed many spiritual gifts
among you, is it too much to expect to reap material gifts from you? 1 Corinthians 9:9-11 TPT
A basic law of Bible interpretation is that in the mouth of two or three witnesses, a truth is established. So, if there's only
one verse in scriptures that talk about a thing, you can't make a doctrine out of it (that's how people get into error). But
when there are several witnesses, several scriptures (especially in the New Testament) that talk about it, then you do well
to pay attention to it.
And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish
you, and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. I Thessalonians 5:1213 NKJV
That's 3 witnesses. So, we've established the truth. It's God's desire and instruction that when we're taught the Word, we
should give to those who teach us. Our Pastors ﬁrst and then to other Ministers of the gospel who have been a blessing
to us. This is the truth of God's Word.
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Some Extreme Teachings and P ractices
Now let's look at some extremes practiced and taught
today

So, any teaching that makes the focus of giving to be all
about what you receive in return is very dicey. It
promotes the wrong motive among Christians and takes
the focus oﬀ God to self. It turns God into a money
doubling machine.

1. The money-multiplying anointing. I checked
through scriptures and found no basis for this in the
New Testament. There's no such thing as the money
multiplying anointing. What I saw is the blessing and
everyone in Christ Jesus is blessed. Now as you put your
hands to work, this blessing rests on you.

The word of God teaches that he who gives to the poor
lends to God! And God will repay him. So, in God's eyes
when you give to the poor, you're giving to Him. Why
then would someone teach that giving to the anointed is
higher than lending to God???

Then as you're willing and obedient, you enjoy the good
of the land. When you honor the Lord by giving to Him,
giving to the anointed, giving to the poor, giving to your
parents...then you also receive good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over.

''Every time you give to the poor you make a loan to
the Lord. Don't worry—you'll be repaid in full for all
the good you've done.'' Proverbs 19:17 TPT

Some ministers claim to have a money-multiplying
anointing and so people ﬂock to them, using them as
one would use the stock exchange. Give 1K and get 10K.
This is a mockery of the kingdom.

''For when you saw me hungry, you fed me. When
you found me thirsty, you gave me something to
drink. When I had no place to stay, you invited me in,
and when I was poorly clothed, you covered me.
When I was sick, you tenderly cared for me, and when
I was in prison you visited me.' “Then the godly will
answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty and give you food and something to drink?
When did we see you with no place to stay and invite
you in? When did we see you poorly clothed and
cover you? When did we see you sick and tenderly
care for you, or in prison and visit you?' “And the King
will answer them, 'Don't you know? When you cared
for one of the least important of these my little ones,
my true brothers and sisters, you demonstrated love
for me.''
Matthew 25:35-40 TPT

Look at it carefully. What does it promote? What does it
encourage?
Covetousness of course. People begin to think there's an
easy buck there and ﬂock to the person. Then what also
happens? Their motive for giving becomes corrupt. They
are no more giving because they love God and love
people, they are no more giving in honor. They are
giving simply because they want more money.
Remember, God is more concerned with your heart,
than with the amount you give. What's your motive?
What are you thinking? If your heart's not right, He'll
rather you don't give at all. God isn't desperate for your
money. Everything about this is wrong. Don't fall victim
of this.

3. Giving "special oﬀerings" to receive things that
God's grace has made freely available like healing,
deliverance etc.

2. Giving to the anointed brings more gain than
giving to the poor. This also promotes covetousness.
God wants us to expect to receive when we give but He
doesn't want receiving to always be our main motivation
when giving. He wants it to be love, honor, a desire to
see the kingdom established...and then an expectation
to receive.

This is very common in Nigeria. Too many people have
been hoodwinked by this. Some Ministers who probably
were once anointed by God have begun to merchandise
the anointing. Selling healing, selling deliverance etc.
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When Simon saw how the Holy Spirit was released through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he
approached them and oﬀered them money, saying, “I want this power too. I'm willing to pay you for the
anointing that you have, so that I also can lay my hands on everyone to receive the Holy Spirit.” Peter rebuked
him and said, “Your money will go with you to destruction! How could you even think that you could purchase
God's supernatural gift with money? You will never have this gift or take part in this ministry, for your heart is
not right with God. Repent this moment for allowing such wickedness to ﬁll you. Plead with the Lord that
perhaps he would forgive you the treachery of your heart. Acts 8:18-22 TPT
You cannot pay for the anointing!
You cannot pay for the gifts of the Spirit!
Anyone who teaches otherwise is either ignorant or is a thief!
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Matthew 10:8
NKJV
God's instruction is to freely minister the gift of God to the people and then of their own volition, they give material
things to the minister but it should never be in a concept of paying for the anointing. In fact, mature Ministers know
that there is a time to refuse an oﬀering or a seed even when the person is oﬀering it freely. Example is Elisha and
Naaman.

Let me share this excerpt from Papa Hagin's book, The
Midas Touch. If you want to study more on this topic, I
strongly recommend it.Reasons for giving should
include:
1. Because I love God
2. Because I want to obey God
3. Because I want to support the great Commission
and the Church
4. Because I want to see people blessed
5. Because I am planting seed for my own needs

4. Giving money so that the anointed will consult
God on your behalf. This is typical 'ifa' oracle
methodology. This is classic of what witch-doctors do. In
the New Testament, every believer has equal access to
God.
You don't need anyone to consult God on your behalf.
The Holy Spirit lives inside you and wants to lead you
every day and in every single area of your life. From what
course to read, to who to marry, to how to raise your
children, to career decisions.

See the order? But for most it's become No. 5 ﬁrst, and
No. 5 only. This ought not to be so.

A good Minister of the gospel will teach you how to hear
God for yourself, not make a business of spiritual
consultation that's not God's will for the believer.

Final Words
God wants us to have money but He doesn't want
money to have us. Our decision making should not be
based on money but based of the leading of the Holy
Spirit.

5. 100-fold return.
This teaches that when you give an oﬀering, you'll get
100-fold return. Well. There's nothing in the Bible about
this. The places in the new testament where 100-fold
return was mentioned, none referred to money.

We are the temple of God. Jesus said we're to be houses
of prayer not dens of thieves. Prayer is communion with
God. God should be the reason why we do what we do.
Kingdom should be our reason. Not money. We're to be
led by the Spirit not led by money.

The ﬁrst was the parable of the sower and Jesus was
talking about the Word of God. The second was about
those who make sacriﬁces for the gospel and Jesus
promised they'll receive a 100-fold of all they've lost for
the gospel, with persecutions.

Thank you, Father, for teaching us. We receive grace to
resist temptation where money is concerned. We declare
that our trust is in you and you meet our needs.
We declare that we're aware of our covenant rights and
prosperity is ours in the name of Jesus! We're givers. We
always have to give and through us people see your love
in Jesus' name.

So, Jesus wasn't talking about money. He promised
you'll receive when you give. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over. Let's stay with
the Word.
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F rom the P resident
FARs (Far Above Rubies) Ministry started in
September 2013 as a group of ladies who
wanted to know what it meant to be a virtuous
woman, and decided to do a bible study on
Proverbs 31.
However, we were in diﬀerent states of Nigeria,
so we created a WhatsApp group (social media
platform). At the time, the group was called "The
Proverbs 31 women" based on the study. Later,
the name was changed to Far Above Rubies,
popularly known as FARs.
As the study came to an end, the Holy spirit
placed it in my heart that it was the ﬁrst of
several studies; this was conﬁrmed by several
witnesses and FARs was born.
The vision of FARS is to build godly, balanced
women of purpose and virtue by the instrument
of God's word, which we believe is the only
instrument of change. It can turn a "lady of the
night" into a Minister of the gospel.
We prioritize God's word and give it utmost
authority in our lives.
We have two groups; one general group and
another for brides and about - to - weds. We
have series of teachings monthly on both
groups. Every year, we have a Word and Worship
conference where ladies gather from all over the
country to worship God and fellowship with His
word. We also publish quarterly journals which
are a great resource.
To download past journals for free, click here
(www.farsministry.org/journals)
We believe that as you read through this edition,
you will receive answers to questions in your
heart and be stirred up to become all that you
can be. The lioness in you will awaken and you
will become an indomitable woman of purpose.
DORCAS OMODIEKE
PRESIDENT, FARs
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WANT TO
HAVE GOD
as father?
It is very easy to become a child of God. This is the only thing that can ﬁll that emptiness you feel inside when
alone, that void you've unsuccessfully tried to ﬁll. It is actually a longing to be a part of the family of God, to be able
to call Him Father, accepted and free of condemnation.
He has made it as easy as possible. Jesus already did the hard part. He is the son of God and he reduced Himself to
become a man so He could die in our stead. The law stated that the one who sins must die and all of humanity was
born with a sin nature because of the fall of Adam. No matter how hard we tried, we couldn't be clean. We were all
doomed to death.
Then Jesus came. He was without sin, even though tempted. He took our place and died in our stead. The
punishment that was due us was put on Him. He died a gruesome, shameful and painful death on the cross. He
went to hell afterwards and suﬀered the ﬁery heat of God's judgement. Then on the 3rd day, He had met the
demands of justice. 3 days and nights of deity in hell had paid for the sins of ever human who ever had and will
ever live.
Then He was raised from the dead. He conquered death and hell. He conquered the devil. He ascended to heaven
and is now seated at the right hand of God, the seat of highest authority. All of these, for you and I. Now, the price
for our sins have been paid. All we need to do is to believe that God raised Jesus from the dead after He died for
our sins and He's alive today. Then declare He is now your Lord.
Because if you confess the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
shall be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth one confesses unto
salvation. Romans 10:9-10
The moment you believe and call Him Lord, all that His death paid for becomes a reality in your life. Your sins are
not just forgiven, but washed away by His blood. Much more, that sin nature you had is taken away and you're
reborn (born-again) with the nature of God. God becomes your Father and you become His beloved child. You are
immediately removed from under the authority of the devil and transported into the kingdom of God, where Jesus
rules as King. You come under the rulership of love.
If you want this, just say this prayer with conviction
“Jesus, I believe that you came to earth to die for my sins. I believe that on the third day you were raised to life by
the power of God and now you're seated at the right hand of God. I declare that you are my Lord from this moment
on. Thank you, Lord. I now belong to the family of God. God is now my Father!”
If you just said this out loud, congratulations!
Send an email to dorcas@farsmiistry.org so I can reach out to you with materials and information you need to
ﬂourish.

